ASTROLOGY 


CONSIOeCRATIONS 


Volume XI, No. 4 


Considerations (ISSN: 1066-4920) 
is an independent magazine written for all 
who are sensitive to the seasonal rhythms of 
the Earth and the apparent movement of the 
planets about her. It provides a forum in 
which there is an opportunity for new and 
old ideas to be presented, questioned and 
refined. The magazine is distributed four 
times each year by subscription only. 
Commercial advertising is not accepted 


Individual subscriptions: $30.00 
Institutional subscriptions: $45.00 
Outside the U.S. add $5.00 


All monies in U.S. funds only. 
Subscribers outside the USA should pay 

by bankdrafi in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. 
bank or by international postal money order. 


Any article published in Considerations solely reflects the views of the 
author; these are not necessarily those of the publisher. Articles dealing with all 
aspects of astrology will be gladly considered for publication. All correspondence, 
inquiries, subscriptions, and articles for publication should be sent to : 


CONSIDERATIONS 
Post Office Box 491, 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 


Editor : Ken Gillman 
Att: Hal Barnell 
Circulation : Wendy Robinson 


Editorial offices: Goldens Bridge, New York 


©1996 COPYRIGHT: CONSIDERATIONS, INC. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form is prohibited except with prior 
written permission of the Publisher. 


Printed in the United States by Allen Press, Lawrence, Kansas 
Charts produced using Printwheels, DTP, courtesy of Astrolabe 


CONSIDERA TIONS 


volume XI number 4 


November 1996 - January 1997 


CONTENTS 


A Close Look at Tertiary Progressions 
by Elva Howson & Jack Nicholls 
identifying the most consistently meaningful method 


Reinterpreting the Zodiac 
by Angela Arnold 
Signs as underlying Principles, planets as their agents 


Valerie Vaughan’s Persephone is Trans-Pluto 
4 P 

by Prier Wintle 

Minos & Persephone compete 


Eugene Jonas & Natural Birth Control 
by Jaroslav Mixa 
father of eleven children advocates birth control 


Horoscopes in Azimith 
by Axel Harvey 


clockwise horoscopes 


Election Day for Two Presidential Candidates 
by John Willner 
important pointers in election prediction 


Let’s Consider 

Nick Campion, Shirley Coover, David Dozier, 
Ross Harvey, Frank Jankubowsky, 

Margaret Millard & Nicholette Reid 


Twelve Gods & Seven Planets 
by Ken Gillman 
cut-in-stone evidence for another rulership scheme 


These Considerations 
Books Considered 
Errata 

Who? 


13 


17 


25 


31 


49 


58 


63 


29 
96 


These Considerations 


RITISH astrologer Dennis Elwell points out (private communica- 

tion 10/96) that transiting planets at the time of the Dunblane mas- 

sacre strongly aspected positions at the February 1990 lunar eclipse, 

which would have occurred just prior to the birth of each of the 

young victims (they were all much the same age). This may well be 
the first valid astrological explanation for a tragedy of this type, one involving 
multiple deaths, in which examination of the individual horoscopes have, until 
now, failed to provide meaningful clues. Although Dunblane was unusual in 
that the victims were of a similar age, Elwell’s present finding may have rele- 
vance in other instances of mass death. Perhaps one should carefully check 
aspects to one’s prior-to-birth eclipses before booking that next flight! 

We often undervalue eclipses, though they are surely the most obvious of 
any time-validated astrological phenomena. Your editor recently observed that 
hard aspects between transiting ¥ and the next solar eclipse are highly corre- 
lated with major directional changes in the current stock market. Yes, ‘next 
solar eclipse’ does mean the one yet to occur. Perhaps too often in our auto- 
matic computerized search of midpoints and harmonics we lose sight of the 
simple, obvious features. Planets close to angles predominate any chart, 
whether natal or return, irrespective of what other aspect pictures it may con- 
tain; and progressed stations, occultations and eclipses indicate major changes. 

Interesting reading in the present issue. Elva Howson and Jack Nicholls 
have been investigating how best to do tertiaries. They conclude that the most 
effective way to progress the angles is one not currently provided by any soft- 
ware package. Angela Arnold aims to completely overturn how many of us 
view horoscopic elements, she says the planets do not rule the Signs but instead 
act only as the Signs’ agents; there are no planetary principles as such, Your 
editor’s research into how the Sign rulerships came about fails to provide any 
hard evidence to gainsay this Arnold heresy — his findings do however call for 
a halt in the use many writers make of Greek myth as the original astrological 
text. Horoscopes clockwise in Azimuth, a last look at the 1996 US elections, 
several book reviews and letters make up the rest of this issue. We’ve been lax 
in publishing the various letters we’ve received, and as a result have mislaid 
several. We do welcome your letters, especially those concerning writings 
published in this magazine — now you can communicate with us by E-mail to 
Considerations@Juno.com — and, suitably embarrassed, vow not to allow the 
letters section to again lose out to articles in our internal space competition. 

It’s B‘s time again, the nights hereabouts are becoming long and chilly, 
filled with stars. Try to get away from the city lights, out on a country road one 
night. Walk among the great mysteries, bencath those stars and heavens that 
stretch far away into infinity; imagine the earth spinning beneath your feet as 
yet another universe twinkles into view over the horizon — maybe that’s what 
prompts those crisp leaves to bounce and flutter about in the night air. The 
cool of the year is as good a time as any to flesh out those numerics on our 
computer screens and ephemeris pages, to view afresh the path of the Zodiac 
sign-posted up there in the November sky. Enjoy. 
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NLIKE DIRECTIONS, where an arc is added to both the plan- 

ets and angles of the directed chart, the planetary positions for 

progressions are for a time and date determined by the progres- 

sion rate and the interval between birth and the event. The Mid- 
heaven of the progressed chart is then calculated using one of several 
methods of angular progression, and the other chart angles derived from 
this Midheaven. The progression rate for Secondaries is one day after 
birth for every year of life, for Tertiaries one day after birth for every lu- 
nar month of life, and for Minor progressions one lunar month after birth 
for every year of life. 

The length of the lunar month is 27.321582 days for the mean Tropical 
lunar month, which is measured from equinox to equinox, and 27.321661 
days for the mean Sidereal lunar month measured with respect to a fixed 
star, the difference between the two amounting to 6.8 seconds. The varia- 
tion about the mean is some four hours. 

Since the discovery of Tertiary progressions by E. H. Troinski in 1951 
not a great deal has been written on the subject. However, apart from 
Troinski's reports in German (1), which we have not seen, we have en- 
deavored to cover all the important references (2 - 13). 

In 1951 calculators and computers were not available. Troinski (1) 
published a Tertiary Year Table which lists the number of lunar months, 
and hence the number of tertiary days for the age in years at the time of 
the event. To this is added one day for each lunar month between the birth 
month and the event month. The total of the two, less one day for a leap 
year if applicable, gives the tertiary date. These tables have been repli- 
cated by several researchers since Troinski (2, 3, 4, 6 and 8). 

Troinski (1) used the birth time as the constant time for the tertiary 
chart, and this also has been adopted by some astrologers (2, 6, 8 and 13). It 
follows that an error in the birth time results in a similar error in the terti- 
ary chart, but the time of an event becomes irrelevant using this method. 

With advances in technology, the number of lunar months between 
birth and event is readily obtained using a calculator and day number ta- 
bles, or the tertiary date is directly found by one of several available com- 
puter programs. Filby (10) used the Julian Day numbers in the American 
Ephemeris (14) to find the number of days between birth and event, and 
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divided the result by the number of days in the mean Tropical lunar month 
(27.321582) to yield the number of lunar months in this interval, and 
hence the number of days to add to the birth date to give the tertiary date. 
He advanced the MC by the Solar Arc given by the progressed longitudinal 
position of the ©, minus the position of the natal ©. The Solar Are procedure 
for progressing the MC was also used by Kemp (3) and Houck (12), and it is 
available as an option on most computer programs offering the calculation of 
tertiary progressions (see for example, 15, 16 and 17). However Rudhyar (18) and 
Reed (9) have condemned the practice as the planets and angles are progressed 
by two contradictory systems. 

In calculating tertiary progressions for dates which fall between lunar re- 
turns, it is necessary to take into account the portion of the lunar cycle which 
has elapsed between the last lunar return, and the time and date of the event 
under review. This fraction may be computed in terms of distance along the 
ecliptic, or as a time fraction of the lunar cycle. Ely (5) has opted for the for- 
mer, based on a suggestion by Striner (19), where the fraction of the month is 
calculated by taking the difference between the longitude of the transiting ) at 
the time of the event, and the longitude of the natal ), and dividing the result 
by 360. Pottenger (16), Reed (9) and Montgomery (7) have chosen the latter, 
which is expressed as the difference in time between the event and the lunar 
return preceding it, divided by the duration of the current lunar cycle. The 
large number of lunar retums involved in tertiaries effectively neutralizes the 
variation about the mean for these returns, except for the fractional part, where 
it is essential to use the current period rather than the mean value to avoid er- 
Tor. 

Clay Reed (9) has convincingly and clearly explained the astronomical 
foundation for secondary and tertiary progressions. He argues that progres- 
sions must be based on the discrete, natural units of rotation, lunar orbit and 
revolution. These units are the Sidereal day of 24h - 3’ 56” = 23.9344697 
hours, the mean Sidereal lunar month of 27.3216605 days, and the Sidereal 
year of 365.2563553 civil (calender) days'. He maintains that tertiaries are 
based on: "one tertiary rotation equals one real lunar orbit", and not one civil 
day per mean lunar orbit, and thus every extant tertiary formula is incorrect 
because of this error. Quotidian progression is used (referred to also as mean 
quotidian and daily houses) and hence the MC is progressed by the same 
method as the planets. The number of lunar returns from birth to the event are 
obtained by dividing the age at the time of the event by the lunar period. If 
there is an incomplete cycle the portion is computed as a time fraction of the 
complete lunar return. The number of returns is transformed into civil days by 
multiplying by the ratio of the Sidereal day to the civil day = 0.9972696 


' Sidereal is used to denote that the three units are measured with respect to a fixed 
star, and is not meant to imply association with the Sidereal zodiac per se. 
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(23.9344697 hrs. divided by 24 hrs). The result is added to the time and day of 


birth to obtain the date/time of the tertiary. 


The procedure is best illustrated by an example based on an event in the 
life of Jacqueline Kennedy/Onassis, viz., the shooting of President Kennedy at 
12:30 p.m. CST (18:30 GMT) on 22nd November 1963 at Dallas. 


The First Lady was born at 
Southampton, New York. (40N53, 
72W23) at 14:30 hrs EDT (18:30 
GMT) on 28th July 1929, which is 
equivalent to a Day number (14) of 
10801.770833, and the assassination 
has a Day number of 23336.770833. 
"Jackie's" age at the time of the event 
is thus 12535.00 civil days. This age 
divided by 27.3216605 days gives 
the number of lunar retums = 
458.793491, Only the whole number 
458 is relevant as the fraction has to 
be replaced by the computed time 
difference for the incomplete portion 
of the lunar month. The lunar return 
before the event was at 17:46:49 hrs 
GMT on 3lst October 1963, and 
that following the shooting was at 
04:44:40 hrs GMT on 28th Novem- 
ber 1963. The difference in time be- 
tween the first of these and the time 
of the event is 22.029988 days, and 
the actual lunar period, that is, the 
difference between the two retums is 
27.456840 days. Dividing the former 
by the latter gives the required frac- 
tion of the lunar month = 0.802350 
so that the appropriate number of 
lunar returns for the event is 
458.802350. This is multiplied by 
0.9972696 to transform the number 
of rotations into civil (ephemeris) 
days = 457.549636 days, and when 
added to "Jackie's" natal day number, 
gives the tertiary day number = 
11259.32047 days. This translates to 


23336.770833 - 
10801.770833 
12535.000000 
27.3216605 + 
458.793491 


18:30:00 on 22 November 1963 
17:46:49 on 31 October 1963 
0:43:11 and 22 days 
= 22.029988 days 


04:44:40 on 28 November 1963 
17:46:49 on 31 October 1963 
16:53:51 and 27 days 

= 27.45684 days 


22.029988 + 
27.45684 
0.802350 


458.802350 
0.9972696 x 
457.549636 
10801.770833_ + 
11259,32047 


Day 11259 = October 29, 1930 


0.32047 x 24 = 07:41:29 


a tertiary date/time of 29th October 1930 at 07:41:29 hrs GMT. 


Un 
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We accept Reed's argument and believe the above procedure yields the 
only correct tertiary progressions. Note that Montgomery (7) and Pottenger's 
default setting in the CCRS software (16), although using the same procedure 
as Reed (9) to deal with the incomplete lunar month, omit the vital step of 
transforming the number of lunar rotations into sidereal days. 

To obtain experience with the tertiaries a set of 43 subjects with recorded 
birth times [birth certificate, hospital records or Official Royal bulletins] was 
collected, together with one or more events for each, where the time of the 
event had been recorded, to give a total of 76 events. The subjects ranged from 
heads of state, scientists, astronauts, murderers and victims, to ordinary men, 
women and children, and the events from violent and natural deaths, accidents, 
falls from grace, births, marriages, and scientific discoveries. The natal chart 
and preferred tertiary chart for each event was calculated using the Placidus 
house system, and aspects sought in each case between progressed sensitive 
points (angles, intermediate cusps and ®) and progressed planets, progressed 
sensitive points and natal planets, and natal sensitive points and progressed 
planets. Only appropriate symbolic planets and cusps in relation to each event 
were used in obtaining the resulting 1192 aspects. The orb was restricted to 
one degree in keeping with the fast moving cusps. 

These data were analyzed to give the following divisions of occurrence: 


1. _ Progressed sensitive points to natal sensitive points 6% 
2.  Progressed sensitive points to progressed planets 23% 
3.  Progressed sensitive points to natal planets 22% 
4. Natal sensitive points to progressed planets 15% 
5.  Progressed planets to natal planets 34% 


Thus 51% of these aspects derived from the progressed sensitive points. 
The data were examined also to determine the frequency for each type of 


aspect: 


% 


Clearly there are 
no marked 
differences other 
than for the 

ov and o. 
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An examination of the frequency of intermediate cusps showed: 


1.  Progressed intermediate cusps to progressed planets 30% 
2.  Progressed intermediate cusps to natal planets 40% 
3. Natal intermediate cusps to progressed planets 30% 


The occurrence of the different aspects for this analysis was similar to the 
previous examination. 

Some astrologers believe that there are good and bad aspects. Aspects 
from 32 fortunate events and 32 misfortunes were recorded, and indicated that 
for the grouping of ¢, A, * and = there were 43% and 40%, and for ”, O, 9 
and Z the occurrences were 45% and 48% respectively. 

Planetary representation for the fortunate events showed © and ) 24%, 
and 4 22%, and , ¥, P and 8&3 15%, while for the misfortunes, © and ) 18%, 
Qand 4 16%, and %, ¥, P and U 33%. 

Converse tertiaries may also be calculated and should be as efficacious as 
the forward version. However, as on the average there are some 15 forward 
tertiary aspects per event, the extra work of calculating the converse progres- 
sions does not appear to be warranted. 

The following comparison of seven procedures for the calculation of terti- 
ary charts, which have appeared in print or software, are based on the example 
of the assassination of President Kennedy: 


Progression Tertiary Time Chart 
method date (GMT) source 


QI Mean quotidian | 29 Oct, 1930 | 07:30:30 | SolarFire (17) 
Clay Reed 29 Oct. 1930 } 07:41:24 | Calculation 
Tables, birth time 29 Oct. 1930 | 18:30:00 | Calculation 
MC by Solar Arc 30 Oct. 1930 | 13:34:30 | SolarFire (17) 
Q2 Mean quotidian | 30 Oct. 1930 | 13:34:25 | SolarFire (17) 
CCRS 30 Oct. 1930 | 13:45:21 | CCRS92 (16) 
Q2 - Striner (9) 30 Oct. 1930 | 13:32:32 | Calculation 


Note that the time between the earliest and latest is 30 hours and 15 min- 
utes. This range widens with increasing age due to the conversion of age from 
civil days to sidereal days (rotations), and would amount to some three days at 
age 80 years. The charts from the seven methods fall into three groups, (1 & 
2; 3 & 4; 5, 6 & 7) such that within a group the Signs on angles and cusps, 
and planets in Houses are similar, but between groups they are quite dissimi- 
lar. It will be noted that the progression method used to erect the second pair 
(3 & 4) failed to allow the progressed © to appear in tertiary Houses, other 
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Fig. 1: Jacqueline Kennedy/Onassis — Natal 
6:30 p.m. GMT, July 28, 1929; 40N53, 72W23 


Fig. 2: Tertiary (MC by solar arc) for JFK assassination (method # 4) 
1:34:30 p.m. GMT, October 30, 1930; 40N53, 72W23. 
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Fig. 3: CCRS tertiary for JFK assassination (method # 6) 
1:45:21 p.m. GMT, October 30, 1930; 40N53, 73W23. 


21°] 24° 


20° 7 42 


Fig. 4: Reed tertiary for JFK assassination (method # 2) 
7:41:24 a.m. GMT, October 29, 1930; 40N53, 73W23 
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than the same House, or at most, the one adjacent to the House occupied 
in the natal chart. In chart #4 the progressed plancts are calculated for the 
time of the event, whereas chart #3, being dependent on the time of birth, 
only shows progressed planets for the tertiary date of the prior lunar re- 
turn. However, the angles of both charts remain within several degrees of 
each other. A member of each group (charts 2, 4 and 6) are shown to- 
gether with the natal chart for Jacqueline Kennedy/Onassis. 

Tt will be observed by astrologers who care to erect charts for all seven 
methods, using either the present case or any other example, that aspects be- 
tween progressed to natal, and progressed to progressed planets, with the ex- 
ception of the ), will often (though not always) show only mere minutes of arc 
differences between the seven methods. Therefore, for the event under review, 
aspects between the planets, angles and intermediate cusps are required to re- 
veal the fine detail in the tertiary chart. 

Although only one case is presented as an example, a large number of the 
76 events were subjected to an unbiased comparison of the seven methods. 
Reed's method (9) consistently produced the greatest number of applicable as- 
pects to sensitive points, and planets involved in rulership. 

The purpose of progressed quotidian cusps is to provide a temporary 
framework of houses through which both natal and progressed planets can 
exhibit their symbolic energies. Some astrologers, it seems, have failed to take 
this into account in delineation and consider only the angles coming into aspect 
with either natal or progressed planets. Our research has shown that encom- 
passing temporary rulership of intermediate houses is not only valid, but nec- 
essary, to focus the expression of planetary symbolism. Quotidian charts show 
where symbolic planetary energy and house energy is directed, for potential 
manifestation at a given time of a specific day. Although each planet retains 
it's intrinsic symbolism and natal indications, this is expanded via it's house 
tulership and placement in a particular chart, so that delineation must encom- 
pass the added factors of change of position and temporary rulership of houses 
in the progressed charts. 

In "Jackie's" progressed tertiary charts, five aspects that are related to her 
VIlth natal house (ruled by 2 with 4 as occupant and Q ¢) appear with vary- 
ing orbs in all seven of the tabulated charts, viz., Pp ¢ 4p + 2n, ¥Yp 2 Yp, and 
Gp @ Qp = +p. It was her destiny to be traveling with her husband at the mo- 
ment that the shot was fired which took her husband's life and changed her 
status from First Lady to public widow. Figure 4 for Reed's method shows this 
quite clearly when viewed in conjunction with the natal chart, and reinforces 
our contention that the progressed chart should be delineated in combination 
with the natal chart. 

In the tertiary (see Figure 4) for the preferred procedure(9), the Mrd/IXth 
axis of travel is conjunct the natal ASC/Desc line and conjunct the nodal axis. 
The Dp, ruler of the natal [Xth opposes op, temporary ruler of VIlIth, also 
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squaring Op and opposing natal © which is temporary ruler of the XIIth. 
Considered as a progressed personal full ) this opposition is a strong indica- 
tion that "Jackie" faces a major re-evaluation of status. The involvement of 
Villth and XIIth houses (by rulership) suggest unforeseen circumstances due 
to separation (a death). )p also ~ ¥p in the progressed XIIth and temporary 
tuler of the VIIth re-inforces the suggestion of re-adjustment via XIIth house 
matters. Op, placed in the progressed IInd, which by house derivation is the 
partner's VIIIth, is * ¥p indicating her husband's hidden enemy. Progressed ¥ 
(ruler of natal VIIIth) is * Yn, suggesting that it was indeed a hidden assassin 
that separated her from both her husband and position as First Lady. Added 
confirmation is found in the progressed ASC/Desc axis 0 2n with ®p oppos- 
ing this planet. These aspects re-inforce not only matters pertaining to her na- 
tal VIIth, ruled by 2, but also the Venusian rulership of progressed [Xth. 
These ten symbolically applicable aspects derived from Reed's procedure, to- 
gether with the five mentioned above (which appear for all seven methods), 
and all within the nominated 1° orb, fully describe "Jackie's" experience on the 
fateful day within a restricted limit of time with respect to the event. 

This work has convinced us that the procedure for calculating tertiaries 
proposed by Clay Reed (9) is firmly based astronomically, and has consistently 
produced more appropriate aspects for a given event than any of the other 
methods we have trialed. We note that there is no computer software currently 
available to produce tertiary charts by this method. Only a small amount of 
modification would be required to convert many of today’s astrological pro- 
grams to allow these valuable charts to be generated. It is hoped that our work 
will serve to alert programmers to this need. 
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F COURSE we don’t take our dictum As above, so below to 
mean some literal effect or influence... by now we’ve all heard 
the old saw about the midwife’s greater gravitational pull once 
too often! But while words like synchronicity sound nice, they 
don’t actually explain anything. If some kind of (super)natural Laws are 
responsible for the entirely puzzling relationship between planets up there 
and events down here, we don’t know them. Laws above the level of the 
physical presumably remain unknowable to science anyway. so maybe we 
won’t ever crack it — but if nothing else, we do understand that a simple 
materialistic/reductionist attitude won’t do it justice. 

I find it strange then that we cling to this idea of defining Signs accord- 
ing to their ‘ruling’ planets — as if the physical reality of gaseous blobs 
and frozen lumps whirling in space could somehow be held responsible for 
the nature of a purely abstract Reality: the even, twelve-fold division of 
the Whole, as represented by the Zodiac circle. Surely the Signs are the 
underlying Reality, on a par with those Laws beyond the laws-of-nature 
known to science. The material planets on their space/time journeys are 
the servants or agents of it, not the ‘rulers’. So the T principle makes of 
o& what it is, not vice versa. Why then put it the other way round, even 
speak of Planetary Principles — it looks to me rather too close to the 
usual concretistic efforts at ‘explanation’ that just help fudge and evade 
the ultimate puzzle of it all. It certainly doesn’t add to our understanding 
of the nature of those mysterious Signs. 

Mysterious Signs? Huh, beginner’s stuff, you say, know all about 
them. Haven’t we moved on rather in sophistication and sheer cleverness: 
that semi-demi-biquintile of your progressed Ascendant to your 125- 
harmonic §, that’s what it’s at, kid... All right, I exaggerate. Seriously, 
though: while specific techniques may work very well for individual as- 
trologers, I do believe collectively it’s time for us once more to dig deeper 
— reinterpret the essentials, search for some fundamentally new insights. 
And why not start with the most basic of things, the Zodiac itself. 

For me, the exploratory journey into the Signs started with a reading of 
C. G. Jung’s Psychological Types. In the book he presents his under- 
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standing of two basic ‘directions’: introversion and extroversion; as well 
as our four functions; thought, feeling, sensation and intuition. These he 
then ties in to give a total of eight theoretical types whose characteristic 
behavior he goes on to outline. 

I was immediately struck by the close resemblance of some of these 
descriptions to our astrological Signs —and by the thought that Jung and 
natal/psychological astrology were after all talking about the same thing: 
our basic psychological ingredients, the roots of our behavior. I idly won- 
dered: might it be possible to find a correlation between the two systems, 
or even a new system that would accommodate the essentials of both? 
And how to relate eight to twelve? 

It then occurred to me that each of Jung’s types could actually be seen 
to correspond to two Signs: what he depicts, often just in passing, as the 
negative behavior of a type/Sign can also be recognized as the negative 
traits of the opposite Sign. This then yields a quite complex tie-in of 
types and Signs — the end result being something like a psychological 
profile for each Sign (and by then I had the bit firmly between my teeth, 
sensing revelations just around the comner!). For instance, each is basically 
an introvert or extrovert, has this or that conscious function... which itself 
may be inward or outward directed, or both. It looks a lot more compli- 
cated in the dry theory than once it’s been assembled into a fleshed-out 
mental image. I'll give a couple of examples to show how such a 
‘character profile’ can help us understand the inner nature of the Sign — 
and quite without reasoning backwards, so to speak, from their associated 
planets! 

Q: introvert; conscious function: intuition, directed outward. Here is 
the story of one who is essentially inward-directed, yet consciously can 
access only his environment. Wanting to know, possess, enjoy his exist- 
ing inner self, he can still only turn to other-out-there: he needs to find 
himself (mirrored) in the world before he can fully, consciously own what 
he is. But this he can only do actively-creatively: pulling out of himself 
something of his own ‘unrealized’ inner uniqueness to put into the world 
and ‘admire’ there. 

A much simplified version, but I hope the gist of it is clear: that there 
is an existential mechanism, behavior pattern, drive or whatever you will 
at the root of the creative process which has inner darkness/ignorance 
leading on to the enlivening and enlightening of both world and self. (and 
at the concrete, planetary level the © is of course the agent of this, the 22 
principle.) 

Or consider the I pattern, quite a complex story: extrovert; conscious 
function: thought, directed both outward and inward. It starts with one 
who essentially turns outward... in search of something to become 
(‘extrovert’ in my integrated Psychological Zodiac system is basically a 
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searcher and self-becomer, while the ‘introvert’ is more of a be-er who can 
act out of the fullness of the existing inner self). Tf? as an extrovert needs 
first to find something to be and to this end he directs his conscious 
thought outward in search: he gives thought to what he becomes, i.e., he 
chooses what to be. 

But since his conscious function is capable of going in either direction, 
at some point he will be turning thoughtfully inward: filling as it were his 
waiting inner space with the self he has thought fit to become. Introjec- 
tion. And not just intelligence, but mind —aware inner thought. And 
conscience too: because, having established this thoughtful inner self, TT 
then acts out of it in the course of his further searching and becoming. 

Again, this is just a thumbnail sketch, but I hope it shows how the 
traditional attributes of the Sign can be seen to spring from such an exis- 
tential pattern as this: T?’s deliberate choosiness, his conscientiousness, 
the inner reserve and doubts about the world out there that being such a 
brand-new ‘self-made introvert’ brings with it. 

Each Sign has its story, some simple and straightforward enough, oth- 
ers like Tf a lengthy tale of development and change. In the full version 
(for which see my book A Psychological Zodiac) they all have their three 
unconscious functions in addition to the conscious one, a more detailed 
portrait that allows one to chart not just the basic disposition but all the 
positive and negative behavior options of each Sign, that is to say their 
uses and abuses. 

Working with the Signs in this way has certainly cured me of those 
over-condensed instant summaries that invariably have + being nice, T 
war-like. In my new understanding of them, T can be very generous, even 
relaxed (at best), = can be a never-ending nag, even quite destructive (at 
worst). In retrospect, my view of what the Signs were about, just mean- 
ingless collections of ‘attributes’ with no why or wherefore attached, was 
simplistic and misleading. 

[Speaking of ~, incidentally, I found this to be an especially interest- 
ing Sign to work on. Just in what way this basically rational/Air Sign 
should be about ‘love’, and 2 about feelings, overlapping or contending 
unaccountably with the emotionality of G/), has always been a bit of a 
puzzle to me. Having reinvestigated the Signs, I see a different story. It 
is T/o&* who projects his desire onto his love object: the ‘Goddess of Love’ 
is a Goddess of All-That-Is-Lovable, rather than of actively Loving. Al- 
ternatively, looking at what = actually does, we need to redefine what 
‘loving’ is really about — the emotional activities of G/) (and H/¥), or 
=’s sensible, never too passionately involved standing things in relation 
and working towards a just and peaceful solution (positive option)/’s 
willfully blind insistence that all-the-world is or should be ‘just lovely’ 
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(negative option). Either way, the implications are that we need to rethink 
what @ in the chart stands for. We can’t go on muddling around with 
vague ‘feelings’ attributed partly to the ) and partly-if-slightly-differently 
to $!] 

So what is the advantage, and what are the uses of such a ‘psycho- 
logical’ Zodiac? Obviously, understanding the Zodiac makes imaging 
work a lot easier: you can investigate, independent of existing literature, 
every possible potential expression of a Sign. You can build up a real feel 
for them. One that continues to expand, as you mull over their different 
‘existential patterns’, then observe how this ties in with unfolding events. 
psychological astrologers will be able to explain to their clients the main 
motivation patterns in their charts, positive potential as well as pitfalls. 
Meaning the client if empowered to think things through —rather than 
passively accepting a gospel that includes ‘traditional’ attributes based on 
‘arcane’ rulerships and such like (our insight into the Signs’ agents, the 
planets, and the associated Houses, is of course equally deepened, so all 
parts of the chart are seen in a new and more meaningful light). 

If I started out ‘pinching’ bits of psychology to illuminate hidden as- 
pects of astrology, now the situation is reversed: astrology can contribute 
to our psychological understanding. Of course, you say, nothing new in 
that. But there is: I am not speaking of the individual chart explaining 
one’s behavioral propensities; I’m speaking of fundamental Behavior 
Patterns existing as such. With, if you like, their own inbuilt cause-and- 
effect drive: I can’t get to know myself unless I produce a visible effect in 
the world... the Q pattern, true in some measure of all of us (£2 being part 
of everyone’s chart). Or look at the inherent problems of the I pattern. 
Choosing what to be, consciously internalizing it. But choices will be 
limited, may even be deliberately restricted by others... so then what do 
you get? the deep-seated convictions and endless proud rationalizations of 
the thoroughly brainwashed, is one possibility. Does the rulership of ¥ 
explain this Tf trait to us? Is it mentioned in lists of attributes? Is it even 
immediately obvious to everyday reason that the most fussy are the most 
easily brainwashed? 

We are looking at patterns, though, that go beyond what contributes to 
the behavior of individuals: gender-related patterns for instance, or pat- 
terns of illness, both physical and mental, growth and child-to-adult devel- 
opment patterns: these and much more I have found in the new ‘psycho- 
logical’ Signs. 

It isn’t even only a psychological Zodiac. It turns out to be equally a 
sociological, political, philosophical, you-take-your-pick sort of Zodiac. 
Scientific too, I suppose, if one has the sort of knowledge it would need to 
read it in that light. No surprise in that, really: it’s the same underlying 
Tenth Principle that informs the formation ofa crystal structure and an 
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established mentality or moral certitude. We’re used to finding bounda- 
ries crossed like that in astrology. It’s good though to take some of the 
guesswork out of trying to follow how things connect up, get a glimpse of 
the basic idea that underlies the variety of form. 

Quite apart from helping us look again, and in more depth, at what the 
Signs and their planets ‘do’, there is endless scope for creatively playing 
around with the archetypal patterns contained in the Zodiac. Seeing the 
complete Zodiac as a picture of the whole psyche, and the individual Signs 
as its several meaningful-in-themselves strands, we can go on to formulate 
a whole new psychology. (Ontology, even, if you’re keen!) Medics may 
be helped to recognize brand-new ‘causes’ to investigate. Anthropologists 
should have taken note long ago that H precedes T, and consequently 
stopped deriding Elaine Morgan’s theory of an aquatic-ape phase prior to 
the hunter/gatherer human one; the ‘inner life’ of should be of interest to 
them. (Who said astrology was only for doing astrology with?) Theolo- 
gians, meantime, may ponder the image of a basically and of necessity 
self-ignorant Creator — like all reappraisals, this is good heretical stuff 


Books Considered: 


Valerie Vaughan’s 
Persephone is TransPluto 


reviewed by PRIER WINTLE 


/ HIS IS an extremely good source book. I say that right away 
because after my article on Minos appeared in Considerations 

X:2 (April-June 1995) someone wrote in and said I hadn’t done 

a literature search. It was quite true, but actually I hadn’t in- 

tended to do one. I wasn’t writing about the general search for TransPluto 
but merely wanted to describe one planet I had been following for thirty 
years. However, reading Valerie Vaughan’s book' has completely recti- 
fied the omission, if it was an omission. I have never before read an astro- 
logical book with so many footnote references to books, articles and jour- 
nals dealing with its subject matter. If Valerie Vaughan really has read 


' Published by One Reed Publications, 1994, 
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them all — and I believe she has since in the course of Chapter 11 she 
speaks of her desire to make Astrology recognized as a serious research 
subject — then I find myself wondering how she has found time to live an 
otherwise normal life at all. 

Perhaps the answer is that she doesn’t live a ‘normal’ (i.e. conven- 
tional) life. Her book is written from the feminist standpoint and is very 
explicit in rejecting the conventionally accepted woman’s role in life and 
society as this has been known over the past three or four thousand years. 
Maternity as a career is decisively written off on page 142 with “a strong 
and independent feminine challenge to....the popular American female im- 
age of big-tit (Jupiter-Venus) dependent Mama (Cancer).” The “sneaky 
wiles” of 2 are referred to on page 115 and on page 157 there is a wonder- 
fully quotable dismissal of Aphrodite (the Greek ) in the sentence: “Like 
woman in toothpaste ads or the ever-grinning airline hostess, receptionist 
or Miss America contestant, there is something just a bit too bright about 
this solar female.” On page 42 she even calls her the “daughter of a 
prick” (by analogy with the male ‘son of bitch’). No mere male writer 
could get away with phrases like these about a female deity. Only a 
woman can use them about another woman. It interested me to see the 
author’s own picture on the back cover, smiling broadly. I would call it a 
characteristically warm feminine smile. Did the photographer catch her 
off guard? 

Nevertheless the book is certainly a good read. One doesn’t need to 
agree with all of it — I disagreed with a lot of it — but I fully agree with 
some of it. For instance, I am sure she is right to maintain that when a 
planet is about to be ‘discovered’ (i.e., sighted by telescope) this is be- 
cause its principle is about to be manifested in the objective consciousness 
of humanity at the same time. It thrusts itself into prominence in the 
world generally in an unmistakable way. With hindsight we can see now 
how this happened concurrently with the discoveries of X (industrial, sci- 
entific and political revolution), ¥ (drugs, drug wars and anti-drug laws) 
and P (political extremism and atomic fission). She correctly specifies all 
of these. C. G. Jung gives a remarkable insight into how and why it occurs 
in a lecture entitled On the structure and dynamics of the psyche.? He 
says: 


So far as I can judge these experiences occur.... when for some 
reason the contents of the collective unconscious accumulate so 
much energy that they start influencing the conscious mind. In 
my view this happens when the life of a large social group or of 


> mC.G. Jung. Psychology and the Occult. London: Ark Paperbooks, 1993. 


Page 121. 
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a nation undergoes a profound change of a political, social or 
religious nature... Incisive changes in history are generally at- 
tributed exclusively to external causes. It seems to me, how- 
ever, that external circumstances often serve merely as occa- 
sions for a new attitude to life and the world, long prepared in 
the unconscious, to become manifest. 


The lecture was originally given at a meeting of the Society for Psychical 
Research in London in 1919, fourteen years before the Nazis came to 
power in Germany, stunningly demonstrating how prescient it was. We 
need to realize that this is the way that not merely ¥ or the ) but all plan- 
ets really work to produce events on the world scene, i.e. through human- 
ity’s unconscious mind. 


ALERIE Vaughan’s thesis is really two pronged: 
\ / Firstly, she sees the feminist movement as the key to the mod- 
ern age. WOMAN is emancipating herself and becoming who 
she truly is. Secondly, she asserts that she is truly neither the ) nor 2 but 
a third and greater force, a truly feminine principle who is revealing her- 
self to the world precisely at the present time. This of course is Perse- 
phone. Our conceptions of woman as the ) or ? have all been psycho- 
logical projections of male sexuality and male desire for dominance upon 
womankind, she maintains. On page 159 she says that Persephone is a 
woman’s conception of a woman, not seen through male eyes but experi- 
enced truly as she experiences herself. 

My expectations and curiosity were thoroughly roused by this. After 
two failed marriages I would certainly welcome insight into just how a 
woman experiences herself. Unfortunately, however, the book doesn’t 
really provide it. There is a great deal about periodicity and the theme of 
eternal return (Persephone’s perpetual to-ing and fro-ing between hubby 
Pluto and her mother Ceres) but nothing about feelings and effectively no 
deep revealing insight into women at all. I was disappointed and sur- 
prised, for I am not by nature opposed to feminism. 

To make up for it, however, Valerie is determined to augment the 
number of significant women in the astrological skies by more than just 
one. Besides Persephone, to whom she assigns the rulership of =, she 
also includes her mother Ceres, the largest of the asteroids, as the ruler of 
WM. I must say I find it hard to take this seriously, though one must be fair 
and consider the arguments the author advances for it. The asteroids as a 
group are at the correct distance from the © at which we would expect to 
find the next planet after co’, according to Bode’s Law. Ceres was in the 
Sign & when originally discovered by Piazzi in 1801 but in T? when the 
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discovery was confirmed by Albers in 1802, as were several of the next 
largest asteroids when first sighted or rediscovered. And possibly there 
was originally one planet there which for some reason broke up, leaving 
its core, Ceres, as the largest fragment. (Ceres was broken up when she 
discovered that P had ravished her daughter.) Nevertheless there ain’t no 
planet there now! — only bits and pieces, and these not even large enough 
to form true spheres.* Valerie Vaughan reminds us of the feminine sym- 
bolism of Virgo (the virgin with the ear of corn) but I have reason to be- 
lieve the true ruler of them may be male after all. It is par excellence the 
Sign of technique, technical work and perfectionism which the heavenly 
smith and jeweler Hephzstos fits to a T.* 


eeeeeeestd 


Lalso feel that in connection 
with the true nature of woman the 
author has grossly maligned and 
misrepresented @. For a fuller picture 
of the planet I would refer the reader to an article by me, 
written long before I read this book, which appeared in the last issue of 
Considerations. All I will say here is that Valerie Vaughan makes no 
mention of the enormous compelling power of love — a most extraordi- 
nary omission. @ is not just woman’s wiles; she rules all the desperate 
devotion that fills both sexes when in love. In exactly the same way the ) 
tules parental devotion in both sexes, and V.V. ignores this too. Instead 
she stresses a quality of maternal objective cruelty and destructiveness — 
the very tough aspect of the female. It is of course true that this aspect 
does manifest in the world of Nature, for the female of many species will 
neglect or kill sickly offspring. It may also chime well with some aspects 
of modern feminism. But to insist on it and neglect the warm, caring and 
self-sacrificing character of true love is a rather unfortunate parade of 
feminist extremism. 


HIS LEADS naturally on to consideration of my main disagree- 
ment with the author’s thesis, viz. that the feminist movement is 
the key to the modern age. Let me admit first of all that she does 
of course say many things with which I fully agree. Thus she correctly 
insists on the pre-eminence of intuition in female psychology in contradis- 
tinction to intellect in that of the male. Over-insistence of the male prin- 


3 The asteroids are really a belt, analogous to the rings of » or K. 


* See my article on him in Considerations VII1:3, July-September 1993. 
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ciple since the 16th Century has led to scientism and undervaluation of 
myth and intuition. As science goes up, astrology and all the esoteric 
branches of knowledge go down. They lose respectability and are called 
occult, i.e. belonging to darkness or the night side of things. All abso- 
lutely valid. 

However, while conceding the vital importance of balancing the objec- 
tive, external male mode of experiencing total reality with the subjective, 
internal feminine mode, I personally feel that another far more powerful 
force than feminism is at the present time the truly world-pervasive influ- 
ence. Feminine intellectual and economic emancipation is largely re- 
stricted to Western nations and those economically dominated by the 
West. Moreover even in these nations we see a number of other associ- 
ated and concomitant changes which also affect women, which are a good 
deal less heartening. Thus the author. herself mentions the enormous in- 
crease in divorce statistics, single-parent families, and abused and de- 
prived children. What is actually happening is that the world is being 
ruled by money now to an extent never before dreamed of. Not love, not 
women, but money makes the whole modern world go round. Money de- 
cides whether industries should be relocated from Western world countries 
to Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan or wherever labor is cheapest. Money de- 
cides whether or not women should be employed in industry and whether 
workers of either sex should be paid a family wage or be exploited purely 
as individuals. Money runs things in nations where women are still sub- 
ordinate, second-class citizens, as they traditionally always have been, just 
as much as it does in the West where they are at present being experi- 
mented with as equals. Money experimented with socialism in Russia for 
seventy years (for it is now established fact that Western banks financed 
the revolution and subsidized the Russian economy all along). It has re- 
cently dispensed with it as inefficient, and it may just as easily dispense 
with female equality if it too proves to be economically less profitable 
than the older system whereby women simply kept home for the male 
workers and produced a new generation to replace those who wore out 
with time. In short I feel that the TransPluto who is nudging at us to rec- 
ognize and acknowledge him is not Persephone at all but Minos, the ruler 
of 8, the Sign of money and materialism. In the article referred to at the 
beginning of this review I give a detailed exposition of what he is like and 
the way he works. 

Valerie Vaughan hardly mentions money as a force or entity to be 
reckoned with in its own right at all. Occasionally she refers to capital- 
ism, but then only as an instance or manifestation of patriarchy. To her 
the two terms are somehow synonymous and she never uses either of them 
separately. But has she never heard of rich Manhattan widows? As busi- 
ness men die of heart attacks in their fifties their wives inherit control of 
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vast material wealth. 70% of Manhattan real estate is owned by them and 
they run most of New York’s musical and artistic life. This is not femi- 
nism. True feminists usually have to struggle financially. Yet obviously 
it isn’t patriarchy either. It is simply a by-product or spin-off from one 
basic reality — today’s number one power-lever is money. Those who 
know how to manipulate it rule the world. 

TransPluto is also inherently far more likely to displace 2 from 8 than 
from ~. Valerie Vaughan maintains that ? does not fit keywords associ- 
ated with such as diplomacy, law, peace, balance and marriage, but 
that is simply because she as a woman has made up her mind not to see 
any good at all in this other woman. I would say that all these words ac- 
tually describe 2 very well. She also says that since all the outer planets 
so far discovered have been attributed to impersonal to impersonal Signs 
(by which she means Signs in the second half of the Zodiac when one 
starts with T), it is illogical to assign TransPluto to a personal one. Nev- 
ertheless she herself assigns Ceres to TI, the last one of the first six, and I 
cannot myself see = as an impersonal Sign. On the contrary, as the Sign 
of relationships it is probably the most personal of all. But for me the 
deciding factor is the obviousness of 9’s rulership of it. One gets the 
same bright smiling charm, curling hair, etc., even in men, whenever ei- 
ther 2 or = rises. And as Signs, T and = naturally complement each 
other, just as d* and 2 do. Everything is messed up if this rulership is al- 
tered. & is quite different — more solid and bull-like. Think of the thick 
neck! Company executive board rooms are full of them. 

Yet even so I am not prepared to rule Persephone out of existence alto- 
gether. The number of planets may not be limited to a convenient twelve 
(one for each Sign) any more than it was to the classical seven. Think of 
the thirteenth planet! For all we know there may be umpteen more, and 
one of them may indeed have women’s rights as its special province. But 
this leads on immediately to the question of where did that useful 
ephemeris come from that concludes Valerie Vaughan’s book? _ It gives 
TransPluto’s position for the first of every month from January Ist, 1900 
to December Ist, 2015. Among those named as connected with it are John 
Hawkins, Theodore Landscheidt and M. Emile Sevin. It would appear 
from a sentence on page 105 (“Sevin’s work ... eventually led to the calcu- 
lations of the Hawkin’s ephemeris”) that this is the Hawkins ephemeris, 
but although the author promises more information on its provenance later 
in her book it is not actually forthcoming. A later reference to Hawkins 
on page 114 merely mentions that he calls TransPluto Bacchus and says it 
tules 8. One would appreciate much more detail, and also detailed ex- 
amples of the planet’s working in individual charts. A few cases are 
briefly discussed on pages 122-123 but since the actual charts are not 
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shown it is impossible to judge whether or not the incidents or character- 
istics mentioned might have been indicated by other significators. We 
have to make do with phrases like: 


a woman with a natal conjunction of Saturn and Persephone 
who felt she never had successful relationships 


and 
With transiting Pluto forming into an exact square to Perse- 
phone and the IC and simultaneously making a semi-sextile to 
her natal Mars, she came home one day to find her roommate 
dead. 


Personally I would neglect the semi-sextile to o* altogether and regard BP O 
IC as sufficient to suggest such an event without involving Persephone at 
all. Some of the other examples she gives make use of similar weak or 
negligible aspects. Let us see the charts. 

It interests me personally since by the ephemeris given I have Perse- 
phone just less than one degree above my natal Ascendant. I wrote to 
Larry Ely (one of the astrologers mentioned on page 114 as involved with 
the ephemeris) about this four or five months ago and asked him what he 
thought I might look like and what personal characteristics would be 
likely. He replied that I was probably a middleman (since Persephone 
Tules +) and would tend to have soft, rabbit-like eyes, large cars and 
bushy eyebrows. Actually I am not a middleman — much more of a loner 
— and careful checking with friends has confirmed that they do not see 
me as having rabbit’s eyes or ears, nor bushy eyebrows either. But per- 
haps he or Valerie Vaughan or someone else would like to have another 
go. If Persephone does exist perhaps she may yet shed valuable light on 
crannies in my objective or subjective make-up that I have not so far un- 
derstood or perhaps been unaware of. 

I am also interested in a reference the author makes to Professor H. H. 
Kritzinger on page 105 in connection with the astronomical search for 
TransPluto. She says his third revision of his calculations, made in 1959, 
gave TransPluto a solar distance of 77 a.u. and a period of 675.7 years. 
“A planet not unlike Sevin’s” she comments. There may have been an- 
other revision since 1959, however, since it was announced in Mitteilun- 
gen der Archenhold Sternwarte, Berlin-Treptow, No. 4, 1961, that Pro- 
fessor Kritzinger had just published his conclusions then. He gave the 
name Minos to the planet (Vaughan’s contention that he called it Perse- 
phone seems to be an error) and specified positions in right ascension and 
declination from which one could deduce that in 1961 its Zodiacal longi- 
tude was approximately 23° =~. It was moving 544° of RA or longitude 
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every ten years. I have based my study of Minos ever since 1961 on this 
data. Although the solar distance and orbital period are similar to those of 
the Sevin-Hawkins planet the actual Zodiacal positions are entirely differ- 
ent. 

I am convinced that Minos exists and that its position is very close to 
where Professor Kritzinger’s 1961 data place it. However, I also believe 
as I have already said that more than one TransPluto may exist. In my 
article on Hephestos I pointed out that it is not unknown in the case of 
planetary satellites for more than one to exist quite stably even in the 
same orbit. Some of Uranus’s moons do just this. However, it seems 
they then need to be at an angular distance of + 120° from each other. 
The position at which I calculated Hephzstos was situated placed him at 
this angular distance from Minos. Unfortunately Persephone would not fit 
such a requirement since at my birth Minos was in #» and Persephone in 
8. 

There are many other points that Valerie Vaughan raises in her book 
that I would love to write about (the subject of the 700-year historical cy- 
cles that she mentions is one instance, though of course they could apply 
equally well to any planet with an orbital period of approximately 700 
years). However, I cannot expect our editor to allow me a whole issue of 
Considerations just for one review. I must say though that the fact that I 
disagree with practically the whole thrust of this book does not mean that 
I do not value it — and I am not saying this just to ward off feminist vitu- 
peration. I really enjoyed the uninhibited attacks the author makes on 
other woman authors she disagrees with; e.g. Jennifer Woolger and Bar- 
bara Duffin for saying the goddesses are reappearing in their wounded or 
suffering form. She rightly retorts that there is nothing inherently 
wounded about any goddess(es). They can stand up for themselves and 
clobber anyone who gets in their way. This is a highly intelligent and 
readable book which anyone with an interest in TransPluto should read. I 
am just going to close off with one more cavil. 

Persephone in her myth is a young girl. She later has a son, Dionysos, 
who is the archetypal wild teenager (his Roman equivalent is Bacchus, the 
god of wine). I find it incongruous to think of these young people — any 
of them — plodding haltingly and interminably through the Zodiac at half 
a degree per year. Young men or maidens are not so staid. Ceres or Gaia 
might have fitted better, though of course Gaia (older even than Ceres) is 
the goddess of the Earth. Once again therefore I think we are forced to the 
conclusion that old King Minos fits the picture best. And let Valerie 
Vaughan not forget that even if Persephone should be accepted as the 
goddess of this distant planet, she will inevitably turn out to be male in the 
end. Her name will universally be pronounced Percy-Phone. 


24 


Book Review: 
| 


Eugene Jonas: 


The Natural Birth Control ae 


reviewed by JAROSLAV MIXA 


54-page booklet published in 1995 by Svitani, Hrubinova Str. 1457, 
Hradec Kralové 2, ZC 50002 Czech Republik. Price 40 Czech Crowns. 


FTER THE FALL of the Communistic system in our country, 
another booklet by Dr. JonaS, who is now a citizen of the Slovak 


Republik, has appeared in the Czech Republik. Those hoping to 
at last learn something more of his theory will again be disappointed. 

In describing his research, gives much the same information as that 
previously recounted in Rubin’s account of Dr. Jona8’ work’, namely the 
influence of the synodic Moon on the sex of the future child, how to work 
out a woman’s sterile days, and so on. 

Dr. Jonas states that his theory has been proven in 98% of cases, but 
does not mention the rather critical evaluations of his work by some ex- 
perts in 1969-70. This criticism appeared in the Slovak weekly Pravda 
na vikend, published in Bratislava in the time of the former Alexander 
Dubéek; such things Jonas now claims to be “untruthful, absurd allega- 
tions.” 

The fact is that in December 1989 the above-mentioned newspaper did 
published an apology. This, however, was made by the paper’s staff and 
not by the original authors of the criticism. The whole campaign against 
Dr. Jona’ was directed by Dr. Anton Hajduk and Dr. Jan Stoll, members 
of the Astronomical Institute in Bratislava. I requested information about 
the present opinions of these gentlemen on the matter, but received no an- 
swer. I was then informed that Dr. Stoll is no longer alive and that Dr. 
Hajduk is now the Chancellor at the college in Trnava, Slovakia. I there- 
fore addressed a second letter to Dr. Hajduk, and again have had no reply. 

In this latest Jonas publication only a little new information is to be 
found. One new item is another principle, which he discovered in 1988, 
namely that the sex of the first new-born baby depends on its mother’s 
birth date and can vary within the course of a year’s time or more. In 
1989 he determined yet another principle, that the next child’s sex is de- 


> The Lunar Cycle in Relation to Human Conception & the Sex of Off- 
spring. Published as a supplement to The Astrological Journal Vol. IX, 
number 4. 
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pendent on that of the previous child. Both of these new theories are said 
to have a 98% confidence level. 

The main purpose of this JonaS book seems to be to instruct a future 
client on how to keep recordings and how to complete the application form 
that comes enclosed within the book. This application form lists four cate- 
gories for which counseling is available: 

1. Contraception —according to natural sterile days; 

2. Finding the most fruitful days, if the woman has difficulty becom- 
ing pregnant; 

3. Finding the correct date of conception for a boy or girl child; 

4. The best date to conceive a child with regard to both the child’s 
and the mother’s health. 

The book contains several addresses for the Jona’ Centers, two of 
these are: 

e Jonas Centrum International, Kafkova 15, Prague 6, Czech Repub. 

e P.O. Box 45, Bratislava, ZC 84102, Slovak Republik. 

The cost for one year’s calculation is 300 crowns, or 500 crowns if 
special calculation is needed. Each customer declares by signature that 
she is aware that the Jonas is 98% accurate and thus commits not to de- 
mand any compensation if the method should fail. 

As it is more than twenty years since the work of Dr. Jonas first be- 
came known, some of history should be mentioned. The complete Jonas 
theory was examined by the Cosmobiological Academy in Aalen, Ger- 
many, with negative results, as Reinhold Ebertin informed me in 1969. A 
similar conclusion was reached by the Americans R. Kimball and W. H. 
Kautz, who found that the method worked only 50% of the time. Their 
work was described by Michel Gauquelin in his book The Truth About 
Astrology. When faced with this negative criticism, Dr. Jona responded 
by saying “My theory is correct, they haven’t understood it right.” He 
claims that his theory is protected by the Patent Office in Prague, but I do 
not believe him. 

A survey of the complete theory was given in my article “Eugene Jonas 
Reconsidered” in CAO Times, Volume 4, number 2, 1980, New York. 
This was an authorized translation of my earlier article in Kosmobiologie, 
Volume 45, number 2, 1978, but the English translation omitted Reinhold 
Ebertin’s postscript: “...after the proofs of 150 cases were examined by 
members of the Cosmobiological Academy in earlier times, the results 
proved to be perfectly bad.” 

At the beginning of his new, propagating booklet Dr. JonaS expresses 
his readiness to let his theory be examined by a board of scientists any- 
where in the world, for them to check its validity with the use of human 
samples from that place in order for them to collect case material of their 
own. For this purpose, however, any board of scientists would need to be 
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acquainted with an exact definition of the Jona8’ theory, and as yet that 
has never been conveyed to the general public or to the scientific com- 
munity. 

Dr. Jona& is now living in Southern Slovakia, in the village of Mana, 
and has eleven (experimental ?) children. 


A Psychological Zodiac 
by Angela Arnold 
Waterweaver Press, Whistleberry Lane, 
Montrose DD10 OTJ, Scotland 
(ISBN 0-9525539-3-7) 
383 pages. £9.99 in UK. 1995 
(available in the US through New Leaf) 


This is an in-depth evaluation of the signs which links the twelve zo- 
diac types to Jung’s eight psychological ones. Not expecting to find much 
of interest here, I was surprised and delighted to be enthralled by the 
author’s insights. As I read further I found myself learning, an experience 
rarely provided by books published on astrology in recent times, least of 
all ones dealing with the signs, that most basic of commodities. Reading 
about the characteristics of the signs I recognized their correctness and 
noted that I would have failed to include several of these insights in how I 
usually interpret these signs. There’s a lot here. This is not.a Sun-sign 
book, nor is it the pure theory of Jung’s types in a zodiac setting. Instead 
there are complex psychological explanations that reveal the very nature 
of each of the astrological signs, and these the author suggests become 
part of the individual when they are highlighted in the birth chart, on the 
Ascendant particularly (though she doesn’t say this). 

The author states as her personal belief that it is the signs which are 
the underlying Principles in astrology, while the planets are the agents of 
these — they are servants rather than rulers. She makes this point to em- 
phasize that her psychological study of the signs does not therefore argue 
backwards from the apparent nature of their ruling planets. My automatic 
reaction to this introductory statement was to disagree, it is in complete 
contrast to virtually all other teachings on the influence of the signs. The 
book went back on my pending pile and I pursued other matters, which 
included dusting the cobwebs from a rather wordy piece written some 
years ago on the twelve gods of the ancients that is included at the back- 
end of this issue of Considerations. 

The bulb took its time before beginning to flicker. Here we go again, 
it’s that 4 o K time! Coming from a Jungian psychological direction, An- 
gela Arnold had arrived at a point similar to the one my own historical 
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research had been leading me. A key difference is that Angela had recog- 
nized consequences that I had not. 

I believe this book may be very important. Certainly the descriptions 
of the signs will add to most students’ understanding of them. Whether 
the underlying philosophy is correct or not, it certainly greatly enhances 
my own findings and I for one intend to carefully study both the descrip- 
tions of the signs themselves and the implications of the author’s ideas 
about the relative importance of the signs and planets in astrology. 

This book is well conceived and clearly written. The descriptions for 
each sign make a great deal of sense, they fit with this reviewer’s obser- 
vations. The insights here are valuable and should be carefully considered 
by all students of astrology. Highly recommended. 

— Ken Gillman 


Astrology of the Famed 
by Noel Tyl 
1996. St. Paul, MN: Llewellyn Publications 
(ISBN 1-56718-735-8) 
367 pages. $19.95 


The lives of five unique historical figures — Beethoven, Cleopatra, 
Count Vlad Dracula, St. Francis of Assisi, and Leonardo da Vinci — 
from an astrological perspective. In each instance the author rectifies the 
chart, explaining his reasoning step by step, and then relates the proposed 
figure to the individual’s character and major events in the life. As we 
have come to expect from the prolific Noel Tyl, the book is well written 
— each of the five subjects is brought to life —interesting throughout, 
highly stimulating, and full of bright, fascinating astrological gems. Am- 
ple information is provided to allow students of rectification to thoroughly 
challenge each of the author’s proposed charts. I worked on two of them, 
Cleopatra and Francis of Assisi, and concluded that Noel’s timing was 
very likely correct for both. Astrology of the Famed is highly recom- 
mended. It is simply an excellent read. 

— Ken Gillman 
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The Investment Astrology Articles of Dr. Alan Richter 
by Alan Richter Ph.D. 
Catt Books, P.O. Box 11133, Indianapolis, IN 46201-0133 
(ISBN: 0-9652424-3-9) 
1996. 81 pages. 8'4” by 11”. $21.00 


Sixteen articles by Alan Richter on his astro-financial researches that 
previously appeared in several publications, mainly between 1984 and 
1988 (two of the articles were originally published in Considerations). 
Most of the articles are concerned with forecasting the Dow Jones Indus- 
trial Average, but there are also several on the astrological indications of 
changes in the price of gold and other commodities. 

Alan’s work is important in that he was very much a pioneer in the 
empirical analysis of financial astrology. He had the unfortunate habit of 
spreading his articles about and this made it difficult for those following 
his ideas to keep up with him. The publisher, Carol Mull, has provided a 
great service to all those with astro-financial interests by collecting and 
republishing sixteen articles. Dr. Richter’s writing is always clear and his 
logic ever grounded in fact. Serious students of financial astrology will 
want to have this collection of articles. 

— Ken Gillman 


Errata 


More than a few errors insinuated themselves into Prier Wintle’s Neptune 
Part Two, pages 39-69, Considerations X1:1, for which we apologize. The fol- 
lowing corrections should be made : 

Page 40, second paragraph, line 13: Change ‘highly strange cases’ to ‘high 
strangeness cases’. “High strangeness’ is apparently a technical term in Ufol- 
ogy. 

Mr. Wintle’s original calculation for the map of the Kenneth Arnold 
Sighting, see chart on page 41, had the ) at 3°19’ Q, due to his working with a 
condensed ephemeris. Positions given in the illustrated chart are correct. Be- 
cause of this error of the lunar position, the following interpretational changes 
are necessary: 

Page 42, first paragraph, end of third line: Delete the sentence that begins 
“® is exactly on the IInd House cusp...’, and replace with: ‘® is in the IlIrd 
House in 26°55’ 4, almost exactly A the ) at 25°35’ Ml in the XIth, indicating 
that this is a well thought out, practical business, intended to affect public 
awareness and the way people think on a world scale.’ 

The following sentence which began ‘), % and P are all in...’ should be 
amended to begin ‘% and P are in...’ 
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Page 42, second paragraph: Replace this entire paragraph with the follow- 
ing: 

‘Notice the close square from the ) to K in the VIIIth. A configuration like 
that is not an encouraging omen either for  — technology — or for us, the 
common people, ruled by the ). Flying Saucer technology clearly transcends 
anything we are presently capable of on Earth, but there is some query whether 
it is actually technology at all. Possibly it is legerdemain of some sort. In that 
case we shall be led on a string in some way, but K’s nose too will be put out of 
joint.’ 

Page 43, second paragraph, first line: Change the word ‘reactive’ to 
‘reacting’. 

Page 43, second line from bottom of main text: Change the word 
‘contactism’ to “contactee-ism’. 

Page 57, second paragraph, lines 4 and 5: Change ‘enslaved East was’ to 
‘East was enslaved’. 

Page 63, second paragraph, last word: Change ‘Newthink’ to ‘Computese’. 

Page 65, second paragraph, line 8: Change ‘where 0 is’ to ‘where ¥ is’. 

Page 65, second paragraph, line 13: Change ‘of i and “ and other’ to ‘of K 
and P and other’. 

Page 69, first line: Change 


6 


too demands’ to ‘P too demands’. 


Volume XI number 4, page 60: an incorrect chart is given for Thomas 
Watt Hamilton, the Dunblane killer. The correct birthtime was 7:50 a.m. 
UT, and the chart is as follows: 


09°}{ 45' 
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Horoscopes in Azimuth 
AXEL HARVEY 


/ OR OVER TWENTY YEARS I have been drawing clockwise 

| horoscopes — that is to say, with the Zodiac going in the usual 

direction but with the Houses proceeding widdershins as in Fig- 
ure |. 


Figure 1: 


Azimuth Houses Clockwise from the Vertex 


The reasons for placing Houses this way, contrary to Zodiacal move- 
ment and to the habits of the profession, did not all come to me at once. 
Perhaps the best way to introduce the subject to readers is to retrace the 
steps I followed as I gradually developed my techniques. 

Traditional Houses are a riddle to anyone who stops to think about 
them. No sooner has the © risen than it is in the XIIth House, having 
just crossed the cusp of the Ist. In the following 24 hours it will cross all 
the other cusps in reverse order, entering each House through the back 
door. Yet the circle of Houses is supposed to be a local image of the great 
circle of the Zodiac. Why, then, is it so peculiarly arranged? 
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Longitude & Azimuth 
positions for event at 9:45 UT 
on May 13, 1978 in Rotterdam 

(S1N55, 427) 


Longitude Azimuth 
VX 1°30 6 0° 00° 
MC | 23°14 270° 00° 
ASC | 12°12? Q 151° 28° 
(6) 22°17? % 225° 46° 
D) 1? 13’ =.Q 162° 01” 
3 26°25" T 264° 07° 
| 19° 32” IL 190° 14” 
of 13°40’ Q 149° 10° 
y 5°21) & 176° 47° 
% 23°56’ Q 142° 49° 
XK 14°03’ Thr 58° 35’ 
¥ 17°37 Xk 14° 12’ 
B 14°21? =p 91°37’ 
Q 3°33’? x 113°5V’ 


The question must have occurred to thousands of young astrologers, 
whose teachers serenely answered, “Ah, yes, a typical beginner’s question 
— the stars go westwards in hourly motion and eastwards in Zodiacal 
motion, and there’s nothing we can do about it.” 

However, I felt there was something to be done about it. I tried vari- 
ous combinations of House numbering, of placing each House behind or 
ahead of its cusp, and of assigning starting points. The scheme I settled 
on had the upper meridian as cusp X, like most systems, but the Xth 
House lay clockwise from its cusp; then followed cusp XI and so on. 
Hence Figure 1. 

This sort of map had two advantages. 

First, the planets now proceeded from one House to the next in rational 
order, and entered each House by the cusp of that House. Diurnal move- 
ment thus resembled Zodiacal movement more closely, so that the ancient 
analogy between Signs and Houses began to make more sense. 

Secondly — and this must be the decisive point whenever anyone talks 
about Houses — it worked better. Even though I applied the most literal, 
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old-fashioned interpretations to the Houses, those interpretations gave 
better results with the Houses in their new places. 

You will have noticed that I took the Vertex, rather than the Descen- 
dant, as the cusp of the Ist House. Originally I made this choice on aes- 
thetic grounds. Edward Johndro, Charles Jayne and others had studied the 
prime vertical and found that its western branch (the Vertex proper) was 
more sensitive and important than its opposite (the so-called Electrical 
Ascendant or Antivertex). Now if I were to choose the horizon to define 
my cusps I and VII, the first cusp (Descendant) would end up being sec- 
ondary to the VIIth (Ascendant); but if I chose the prime vertical then the 
Ist (Vertex) would be more powerful than the VIJth (Antivertex) — and 
this certainly seemed to be the more proper arrangement. It should be 
added that the Ascendant continues to be a major point in the new system: 
but it is no longer a cusp and moves around in Houses V, VI, VII and 
VIII. 

As it turns out there are more rigorous reasons for preferring the Ver- 
tex as Cusp I; we shall return to this issue at the end of this article. 

Since the Ascendant is no longer a cusp, I could not take just any 
popular House system and number it backwards. However, the Vertex is 
always 90° from the meridian as measured along the horizon; therefore it 
seemed natural to use a House system where the cusps were all 30° apart 
in Azimuth (Azimuth, a term familiar to sailors, simply means ‘distance 
measured along the horizon’). Such a system of Houses must be the sim- 
plest of all to demonstrate in the field. Stand up and face due South. 
Raise your arm overhead and lower it until it points straight before you, 
and you have drawn the upper meridian: cusp X. Now swing your arm 
towards a point 30° to the right and move it straight up and down again 
from that point: you have drawn cusp XI. Go another 30° to the right and 
make the same gesture: there is cusp XI. Do this once more: by now you 
have moved your arm thrice 30°, or one quarter-circle, from the meridian 
and you are drawing the prime vertical in the West — cusp I. And so on 
around the horizon. 

The Azimuth Houses must be older than the constellations. You have 
just repeated the gestures which would come naturally to a prehistoric 
queen dividing a berry patch between clan houses, or to a shaman dividing 
a hunting territory between twelve villages. 

The mathematically-minded will turn to the Appendix at the end of this 
article for information about calculating the longitude of Azimuth cusps 
and related matters. Now let us look at an example. 
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Figure 2: 


Standard Campanus Houses 


panus Houses. It is the horoscope of an event: a marriage between 
an American woman and a refugee from Eastern Europe, which 
occurred on May 13th, 1978 at 9:45 UT in Rotterdam, 51N55 4E27. 

Take the Campanus map first. There certainly are enough indications 
of trouble, beginning with the rising o closely O K. Odds are in favor of 
rapid combustion. The 4 0 Q and prominent % are further warnings that 
something is not right with this union. As for the 2 ° ¥, it may mean 
nothing worse than misguided quixotism. But what is the matter? 

In fact this was never intended to be a real marriage. It was a sort of 
business deal designed to help the young man emigrate to the United 
States, and was dissolved at the earliest convenient occasion. (In the end 
our groom did not go to the US, so there is no danger to the parties in- 
volved in my publishing this data.) 

The word ‘intended’ should be stressed because intentions are just 
what the Azimuth map is good at revealing. Go back to Figure 1. The Ist 
House ¥ tells us at once that deception is the principle here. Motives, in- 
tentions and consciously-held values are the domain of the Vertex — 
which is what allows us to say that this particular event was a deliberate 
piece of play acting. 


| VIGURE 2 is the same as Figure 1 except that it is drawn with Cam- 
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There is more to it than a Ist House ¥, however. But before going on 
we must cover a little more astronomy. 


HE CUSPS in Figure 1 are merely the places where the Zodiac is 
intersected by Azimuth cusps; the map is otherwise no different 
from any map drawn in the plane of the ecliptic. 

Now we have seen that Azimuth cusps are vertical lines drawn, 30° 
apart, at right angles to the birthplace horizon. It follows that if we were 
to project the whole horoscope onto the plane of the horizon, instead of the 
ecliptic, we would have an equal-house map! 

Figure 3 on the next page is yet another way of looking at the same 

horoscope. This is a panorama map, similar to the panorama views which 
photographers make of entire cities or very large graduating classes. The 
horizontal line passing through the center of the diagram is — what else? 
— the horizon: everything above it is overhead, everything below it is un- 
der the earth. 
Instead of being a cross-section of the celestial sphere like a regular map, 
this is a cylindrical projection. Imagine the diagram cut out, and the left 
and right-hand edges glued together. Then an insect hovering at the center 
of the resulting cylinder and looking at the vertical line marked “South” 
would be seeing more or less what we would see if we stood at the birth- 
place looking south. Every vertical line is an Azimuth cusp. Now sup- 
pose we wanted to mark off 60° not along the Zodiac but along the hori- 
zon. That would give us an azimuth reference circle, of course, and if we 
were doing this for astronomical or navigational purposes we might adopt 
one of the conventions observed by astronomers and yachtsmen for deal- 
ing with azimuth. But since we already have a starting point chosen for 
reasons of our own, the Vertex, we may as well let this point by 0° and 
continue counting in the same direction that we numbered the Houses. 
That would make the IInd House begin at 30°, the IlIrd House at 60°, and 
so on. Then by drawing a plumb line through a planet, we could see at 
exactly what degree of azimuth it stood and therefore exactly how far into 
its House it was situated. 

Thus Figure 3 shows the © just a little to the right of the middle of the 
VIlIIth House. In fact the ©’s azimuth is 225°46’, or 15°46’ of House 
VIM. Somewhat further to the right, ¥ is in the IXth House but approach- 
ing the MC; its azimuth is around 264° or 24° of House IX. [Since this 
kind of azimuth has a different starting point from astronomical or nauti- 
cal azimuth, I call it ‘astrological azimuth’ to avoid confusion.] 

Well, panorama maps are educational but they are hard to interpret 
and even harder to draw. It is more sensible to draw the circle of the hori- 
zon in the same way that one draws traditional horoscopes, but placing 
each planet in its correct degree of astrological azimuth. 
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Figure 3: 


A Panoramic Horoscope 
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Figure 4: True Azimuth Map 


The result (Figure 4) is yet another way of looking at Figures 1, 2 and 3. 
Only this time the whole map — not just the House cusps — is counted 
clockwise. 

Figure 4 is the true Azimuth map, while Figure 1 is a Zodiac map with 
Azimuth cusps. I started to use true Azimuth maps a few years ago after 
I had been using Azimuth cusps, my original motive having been curios- 
ity. How instructive they turned out to be! 

See for instance how much Figure 4 says about our short-lived mar- 
riage. When a map is translated from the Zodiac to Azimuth, relative 
positions are altered. Planets around the horizon tend to bunch together 
while those near the meridian spread apart. Bodies with high north or 
south latitude, such as the ) and P, sometimes tum up in surprising 
places. 

Thus P is much closer to the lower meridian than was apparent from 
the traditional map. Furthermore it has lost its steadying aspect with ¥. 
An unsupported P, lord of the I[Ird House (partnerships) on cusp IV, 
hence square to the Vertex, strongly suggests a contract designed to ter- 
minate itself. \X, very near cusp III, reinforces this impression; and, by the 
way, the 0’ OK is still with us in Azimuth, just as precise as it was in the 
Zodiac. 
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3 and 4, on the other hand, have shifted into a square aspect. This is 
the major difference between the two maps. Note that both of these plan- 
ets lie in accidental debility, in each others natural House. 

In other words: ¥ the Thief is elevated above (pulls a fast one on) the 
Lawmaker. The Azimuth map looks decidedly less respectable than the 
Zodiac map — especially than the Zodiac map with Campanus Houses. 


A Few Aphorisms 


There is no room in an introductory article to discuss all the fine points 
of interpreting Azimuth maps. The following notes are a rough-and-ready 
guide for astrologers who wish to try Azimuth horoscopes but fear the 
confusion which can arise from the simultaneous use of two maps. 


e The Ascendant governs personality — that is to say, how we appear 
to reasonably acute observers. it also indicates our unconscious goals 
— the values we adhere to even if we never think about them, and to 
which we will remain loyal even in the most difficult times (and even 
if we don’t realize we are doing so). 


e The Vertex answers the question, “Who do you think you are?” It 
also corresponds to our will — that is to say, the choices we make 
with open eyes — and the values we adopt consciously. Whether or 
not we can defend these values successfully depends on various cir- 
cumstances, such as aspects to the Vertex and its ruler. 


e Similarly the whole Zodiac map, with the Ascendant as cusp I, points 
to: fate, heredity, social and physical influences, things that happen to 
us. The whole Azimuth map points to: intentions, desires, opinions, 
how we try to organize our lives, what we do. 


e One can look at the stars passively, as coming from the East, or one 
can think of oneself as a star like Paracelsus, and direct oneself west- 
wards. That is Zodiac-wise and clockwise thinking. To hold the first 
view exclusively makes one a vegetable; the second, a fool. 


e Since the planets, by diurnal motion, pass through Azimuth Houses in 
rational order, the Azimuth map is the ideal one to use for primary di- 
rections’. On the other hand, traditional Houses are the correct ones 


' Unfortunately I can’t deal with primaries in this issue. Primary directions 
mentioned in this article are directions in Azimuth, which differ from classical 
methods. 
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to use with transits. The general rule is: in predictive work, use a 
House system that goes in the same direction as the significators. 
Solar returns are a special form of transit and should therefore be 
handled entirely in the traditional framework. 


e The most useful map for delineation is the Zodiac map with Azimuth 
cusps (e.g. Figure 1). It combines fate and Will. 


e The Ascendant usually, but not invariably, governs physical appear- 
ance. A good example of a physique strongly colored by the Vertex is 
that of the musician Mick Jagger, whose spare frame and désabusé 
features owe more to his  .° Vx than to his ¥ « ASC.” 


e The lords of the Descendant and the Antivertex represent the two 
possible types of spouse in the native’s life. 


e Zodiacal aspects may be reflected in totality or in great part by identi- 
cal aspects in the Azimuth map; or they may be almost entirely absent 
from the Azimuth chart, being replaced by different aspects involving 
different pairs of planets. In the first case we have a subject who al- 
ways appears to know what he or she is about; whose resources and 
ambitions are evenly balanced; who is comfortable in the environment 
he or she was born to. In the contrary case we have great over- 
reachers and under-achievers; people who rebel against society, or 
who simply deny the importance of historical or cultural roots. 


Two Brief Examples 


I hope to present more detailed analyses of horoscopes with Azimuth 
methods in a later article. For the time being I shall give two succinct ex- 
amples of horoscopes with relatively aspects in one plane and relatively 
dissonant aspects in the other. 

Figure 5 is the Campanus map of a young woman graced with above- 
average charm, intelligence and beauty. To be sure there are some dis- 
quicting patterns in this map: the o/)K midpoint afflicted by both % and ¥, 
the wide )-2-¥ T-cross. As a matter of fact there were psychiatric 
problems which grew worse as the subject’s return approached, But 


? Data: 4:30 UT, July 26, 1943. 51N27, 0E12. 
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there are enough good aspects in the map, on balance, to justify optimism 
about her future. 

In December 1977 the subject slashed the throats of her three children. 
At the time there was no planet transiting the violent midpoint in the 27th 
degree of Fixed Signs and the 12th degree of Cardinals. % was upon the 
radical ©, which suggests she was in the middle of a deep depression but 
certainly does not explain what happened. 

The Azimuth map (Figure 6) is very different. Here o and ¥ are in 
close conjunction and closely &° ). This certainly can be read as insane 
violence directed against one’s family. I do not mean to imply that an as- 
trologer could or should have foretold precisely this event: still, here is a 
clue which the Zodiac alone does not provide. 

A further detail ought to be mentioned, even though it involves primary 
directions, because it confirms the importance of the o-#-) picture. At 
the moment of the killing, the directed ) was opposite the subject’s VIIIth 
House © (orb 26’) and the midpoint of the directed & ¢ ¥ was itself s O 
(orb 2’). 

To end on a happier note I am including the Zodiac and Azimuth maps 
(Figures 7 and 8) of a sculptor now on the threshold of success. Here is a 
case, contrary to the previous one, where the Azimuth map is the better of 
the two. The Zodiacal map is almost a caricature of a “lousy horoscope” 
— and indeed my friend’s life so far has been characterized by a long line 
of mishaps, beginning with a term in a Mexican jail at the age of eight. 

None of this has prevented him from remaining irrepressibly exuberant 
most of the time, being a good father, and producing sculptures which are 
beginning to receive critical praise across the continent. This must have a 
lot to do with his Azimuth map, which is almost a caricature of a 
“splendid horoscope.” I’ll tell you more about it when he becomes famous. 


More Rigorous Thoughts on House Systems 


I said that my original reasons for adopting a new House system were, 
firstly, the intuitive requirement that planets should proceed in proper or- 
der through the Houses and that cusp I should be more important than 
cusp VII; secondly, a crude, empirical satisfaction with the results. 

There still remained doubts about the symbolic correctness of the ar- 
rangement. Astrologers have long believed that the diurnal cycle is mani- 
fested in the polarity of day and night, that the (tropical) Zodiacal cycle is 
manifested in the polarity of Summer and Winter, and that an analogy 
between these two polarities is significant. 
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Figure 9: Azimuth Houses & Tropical Signs 
referred to the Celestial Equator * 


EQUATOR 


Now if we put the first House in the West, where the © begins his de- 
scent under the earth, it can hardly be paired with T where the © begins 
his climb to the height of Summer. One might make things work by call- 
ing + the first Sign — a practice endorsed by Jewish custom, in which the 
day begins at sundown and the year in September. Such a symbolic 
revolution, however, would be hard to accept for most Western astrolo- 
gers; I, for one, find it impossible to associate Mayday with the VIIJth 
House. 

It struck me recently that there is no analogy between two polarities. 
There is just one polarity: North and South. In T the © begins his vernal 
ascent to the North. In the West the © begins his daily tour — north- 
wards. 

Figures 9a and 9b illustrate this fact. In both figures the horizontal 
line is the Equator. In 9a the horizon, which is none other than the 
‘ecliptic’ of the Azimuth House system, is viewed from the center of the 
celestial sphere as it winds north, then south, then back to its starting 
point. The Zodiac in 9b is viewed from outside the celestial sphere. In 
both figures Houses or Signs follow one another in the familiar, natural 
order: arithmetic and symbol both maintained. 


3 In order to make the two cycles run in the same direction, in Figure 9 the 
horizon is viewed from inside the celestial sphere and the Zodiac is viewed 
from outside. This is consistent with the author’s view that Azimuth Houses 
represent the subject’s conscious life and values, while the Zodiac represents 
influences from without and the subject’s personality as seen by others. 


44 


Considerations XI:4 


So it turns out that my choice of the prime vertical to define cusps I 
and VII was more appropriate than I had suspected. In order for a House 
system to follow the North-South dichotomy rigorously, a point situated 
on cusp I or VII should be exactly half-way between North and South. 
This is true of a point anywhere along the prime vertical, which is 90° 
from both the North and South points of the horizon. It is not true of a 
point on the Ascendant or Descendant, which may lie considerably closer 
to the southern side (e.g. * rising in the northern hemisphere) or the 
northern side (e.g. & rising in the southern hemisphere) of the celestial 
sphere.* 


Appendix 
The following notation is used throughout: 


ci) Geographic (geodetic) latitude 
€ Obliquity of the ecliptic 
RAMC (right ascension of the upper meridian) 
a», & Right Ascension and Declination of a planet or other point 
yn Astrological Azimuth and Altitude 


s Sign (©) =+1 for North latitudes 
= -1 for South latitudes 
n The appropriate cusp or House number 


The formulae given below make use of a three-variable function, 
R(A, B, C), which produces a correct Ascendant when: 


A= a, the RAMC 
B= 9, the latitude 
and C = ¢, the obliquity 


A practical form of function R is R(a, $, €) = tan 1 cosa+H 
“ 
where H = 0, if-g>0 
and H = 180°, if-¢ <0 
g=sina cose +tand sine 


4 Australian readers will be dissatisfied with this explanation. As they can 
find out on reading the Appendix, I have generalized the discussion by refer- 
ring to elevated and inferior poles instead of North and South. This still does 
not answer the old question of whether people in the southern hemisphere 
should begin their Zodiac in T or elsewhere — a question I leave unanswered. 
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The astrological Azimuth of a planet, y, measured from the Vertex 
through the cardinal point of the horizon nearest the elevated pole, is 
found thus: 

(1) LettA=a+a,-90°, B=8,, C=90°-® 


(2) Evaluate R. Subtract 90° from the result. Finally multiply by s, 
to obtain y, the Azimuth. 


(3) Altitude, 7 = sin! (sin B cos C - sin A cos B sin C) 
Azimuth cusp longitudes in the Zodiac are found by using the follow- 
ing variables in R: 
Tn all cases, 
B=sin™ (cos sin 30° [n + 2]) 
C = obliquity, ¢ 
Now let k= - tan” (sin ¢ tan 30° [n + 2]) 
Then, for cusps X, XI XII and I: 
A=k-90° 
and for cusps II and III: 
A=k+90° 
One can employ the usual formulae for the Midheaven and Vertex in- 
stead of following the procedure given here for cusps X and I. 
No further treatment of the result is needed in northern latitudes. For 
southern latitudes the following shuffle is necessary: 
Cusp III+ 180° becomes Cusp XI 
Cusp II+ 180° becomes Cusp XII 


Cusp XII+ 180° becomes Cusp II 
Cusp XI+ 180° becomes Cusp III 
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Azimuth Houses are not defined on the Equator, and make confusing 
maps inside 15° of latitude North and South. On the other hand they are 
increasingly well-behaved as they approach the poles. One cannot expect 
a House system to have both (a) the horizon or prime vertical as a cusp, 
and (b) validity at every point of the globe: it is wanting to square the cir- 
cle. Besides, if astrological factors interact with the social or physical 
surroundings then it may be wrong to use the same kind of chart for Co- 
lombia and Uganda as for Canada and Finland. 


TEST DATA 


The following data are provided as an aid to programmers. They are 
for 0 hours Ephemeris Time, February Ist, 1975. 


Obliquity of the ecliptic = 23.44153 61° 


In order to make the checking of calculations more certain, apparent 
longitudes and latitudes were copied or deduced from data in The Indian 
Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac 1975, converted to decimal degrees and 
rounded to five decimal places. The other co-ordinates were then re- 
calculated from the rounded values. Thus the starting ecliptic co- 
ordinates may be taken as literally precise. 


Latitude 


Longitude Right Declination 


Ascension 


311.49122 | -0.00021 | 313.95041 74 | - 17.33680 70 
192.53906 | -4.18000 | 189.88562 13 - 8.80150 06 
325.21533 2.14369 | 326.75825 73 | - 11.19711 78 
332.17733 | - 1.53203 | 334.72524 87 | - 12.13036 62 
277.49011 | - 0.55586 | 278.18948 81 | - 23.78469 63 
349.33821 | - 1.10311] 350.63458 01 - 5.23546 93 
103.44343 | -0.34060 | 104.56612 37 22.42366 63 
212.46277 0.54662 | 210,4619617 | -11.81569 95 
251.32182 1.53763 | 249.99871 06 | -20.61622 35 


189,13793 17.05478 195,17287 86 12.04505 67 


A Northern station : Angles, House cusps, astrological azimuths and 
altitudes are given for a place at 52.2° North latitude and a local RAMC 
of 151.581° (equivalent to approximately 21° East longitude). 
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A Southern station : The same information is given for 37.8° South 
latitude and a local RAMC of 275.581° (near 145° East longitude). 


Angles Northern Southern 
& Cusps Station Station 


MC | 149.46766 94 | 275.12294 07 
ASC | 222.80809 83 4.55143 27 
VX | 81.71546 54 | 193.65675 88 
Cusp XI | 130.47495 17 | 267.08615 22 
XII | 110.60981 74 | 253.00771 30 

IL | 36.53692 82 | 119.95807 43 

III | 355.06641 10 | 103.51039 58 


Northern Station Southern Station 
Astrological Altitude Astrological Altitude 
Azimuth Azimuth 


118.33393 32 | -52.47036 53 200.64485 10 50.71409 80 
229.07579 21 20.75653 54 4.37775 77 8.76556 83 

97.18256 44 | - 48.71187 77 196.39729 80 37.16154 03 

85.22936 30 | - 49.85014 24 189.55563 32 31.66819 33 
165.93735 41 | - 40.77803 92 | 260.21979 08 75.80853 54 

64.70284 78 | - 40.46716 44 185.06747 54 15.00304 24 
338.65893 57 43.44789 99 60,78935 14 | - 72.79297 37 
212.07870 88 8.52575 84 | 354.17344 90 26.80161 97 
186.62556 76 | -21.23510 54 | 329.38070 56 61.98939 85 
212.63180 88 36.80023 93 344.64671 88 0.04939 25 


WH Kt PV AiWVO 


Note that % is just within the third cusp. The unexpected behavior of 
the ) and E results from their being more than 21° apart in latitude. 
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Election Day for Two Presidential Candidates 


JOHN WILLNER 


/ VERY FOUR years the 
sport among astrologers 
is to predict the outcome 

f a presidential election. 
Typically the odds are fifty-fifty. 
However, forecasts are no mean 
feat for the average astrologer, be- 
cause many with experience an- 
nounce publicly that they do not 
use progressions and the majority 
do not use declinations either. 
Moreover, the likelihood is that 
they are working from horoscopes 
cast for physical birth times ob- 
tained third hand. That is like 
sending a fighter into the ring with 
one hand tied behind his (or her) 
back. No wonder feelings of un- 
certainty persist. The main tools 
being used on presidential candi- 
dates appear to be transits and in- 
tuition. Now, intuition can be very 
useful, but betting upon transits for 
predictive work is very sporting 
indeed. 

For election day, November 5, 
1996, I can tell you where those 
outer planet transits will be. 4 will 
be in the 14th degree of %, » in the 
second degree of T, K in the first 
degree of =», ¥ in the 26th degree 
of %, and P in the third degree of 
*. None of these transits are close 
to any aspects with natal planets in 
President Bill Clinton’s horoscope. 


\ will be in Bob Dole’s first house 
opposite the 9/2 midpoint and a 
little more than a degree away from 
a square to his elevated 4. That is 
about it for aspects, although 4, ¥ 
and B are in Bob Dole’s first 
house. The first two of this trio, 
plus XX, are in the fourth house of 
President bill Clinton. As this ar- 
ticle is being written (August 13th, 
1996) President Bill Clinton has 
about a 20% lead in the polls. 

If I am contribute anything use- 
ful to this picture (realizing that 
anything I say will probably not be 
read until after the election), then I 
wish to apply the following terms: 

1. The horoscopes will be veri- 
fied for accuracy, whether close to 
anyone’s alleged physical birth 
time or not! | 

2. The parallels of declination 
will be consulted. 

3. Day-for-a-year progressions 
will be accurately calculated for 


' Over many years the maximum 
spread between a verified horoscope 
time and the typically indefinite re- 
ported physical birth time has been 
four and a half hours. The verified 
times were computed to ten decimal 
places. Forty percent or more of 
physical birth times were given to an 
even hour or half hour. 
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November 5, 1996, and displayed 
as is. 

If I may digress from the main 
theme for a moment, the needs for 
these conditions will be addressed. 
Yet, even though the reasons 
should be obvious, explanations 
are fraught with difficulties. The 
problem is that when one offers 
true and consistent astrological 
experiences they frequently run 
counter to popular opinions. Still, 
I feel compelled to enlighten every 
reader, especially those astrologers 
who are serious in their work. 
There are a number of important 
messages to be considered here as 
they relate to the horoscopes of the 
presidential candidates, and the 
reasons should become more ap- 
parent when the horoscopes are 
finally reviewed. Also, at this 
juncture I am inclined to call a 
spade a spade when it comes to 
popular astrological opinions, let- 
ting the chips fall where they may. 


ETTING right to a contro- 
versial subject, popular 
opinions are not infallible. 


Popular opinion, for example, ac- 
cepts about 40% or more even- 
hour or half-hour birth times for 
casting horoscopes. Otherwise, 
very close to none would actually 
be published. Popular opinion also 
holds that a horoscope ought to be 
timed for a physical birth — what- 
ever the vague time might be. 
Recognizing that birth times come 
from the mouths of a large variety 
of sources, grades are not being 
assigned. The assumption is that 
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grades might make a difference. 
Yet, many tests on “A” grade data 
show that they do not. In fact, 
these supposedly more exact birth 
times often yield poorer results — 
or else the results are not suffi- 
ciently different on average from 
upgraded times to be statistically 
significant. That conclusion, de- 
rived recently from a review of one 
hundred horoscopes with graded 
and ungraded birth times, may be 
discouraging to some. 

Yet, horoscope timing is ex- 
tremely important, and one of the 
problems is that inputs are usually 
given and accepted in hours and 
minutes at best. My goodness, 
astrologers do know that one 
quarter of a degree slips past the 
Midheaven for every minute of 
time, don’t they? When the move- 
ment of the © is one degree in a 
day, a minute difference in birth 
time equates to about three months 
of progressed event dates! There- 
fore, it may come as a shock to 
many people to realize that horo- 
scope timing to an hour and minute 
is clearly inadequate for progres- 
sions to a specific day. Our aim 
here is to progress to election day, 
not to the Fall of 1966. That is 
about the best that could be ac- 
complished from — hour-minute 
horoscopes. 

Therefore, how could any even- 
hour birth time be adequate for 
computing and displaying a horo- 
scope when so much intelligence 
and intuitive information is at 
stake? No even-hour birth time has 
ever been found to produce a veri- 


fiable horoscope! On the other 
hand, horoscopes for President Bill 
Clinton and Bob Dole shown in 
this article were timed to ten deci- 
mal places. Then they were strin- 
gently verified. These horoscopes 
are proving to be 100% functional 
in accordance with established as- 
trological rules. All verified horo- 
scope produce day-for-a-year pro- 
gressed aspects to the exact day of 
every major event in life, without 
exception. 

And that brings up another 
misleading popular opinion. Some 
astrologers who do acknowledge 
the importance of good timing sub- 
scribe to the “first breath” theory. 
The idea here is quite plausible on 
the surface. A first breath is 
thought to be fairly close to when 
the baby became an independent 
entity from its mother. Or is it the 
moment when the umbilical cord is 
cut that establishes separation be- 
tween dependent and independent 
status? Those two times might be 
different. And so the questions 
continue. Note that no one to my 
experience has come forward 
claiming a first breath horoscope 
closer than an hour and minute. 
The need for greater accuracy has 
already been established. 

In reviewing horoscopes of or- 
dinary and important people, 
nonetheless, very few could possi- 
bly be based upon that idealistic 
“first breath” notion. No alleged 
“first breath” horoscope could be 
verified using any known astrologi- 
cal technique. On the other hand, 
one precise non-physical birth time 
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horoscope for every person could 
be verified. The vast majority of 
true horoscopes were earlier. 
Every astrologer who verifies 
knows this fact, although it may 
not have been well publicized. 
Hence, another question arises. 
Should reliance be placed on any 
physical birth time at all except as 
a starting point? That question 
may be heresy to some. But rec- 
ognize that we have important 
questions about presidential candi- 
dates at stake, and getting around 
these popular opinion impediments 
is essential. 

In fact, mistiming can play all 
kinds of havoc. When the horo- 
scope is mistimed not only are de- 
lineations usually tarnished, but 
forecasting must generally be lim- 
ited to transits. Under these cir- 
cumstances an astrologer must fall 
back upon intuition. Fortunately, 
most good astrologers have well- 
developed intuitive faculties, and 
that may be one reason why astrol- 
ogy is resurging during this later 
half of the twentieth century. 
However, a truism perhaps not 
generally recognized is that the 
more accurate a horoscope the 
greater the amplification of intui- 
tive capabilities. Experience shows 
that intuitive “hits” simply multiply 
when every indicator in the horo- 
scope being used has been con- 
firmed. 


HE NEXT issue is parallels 

of declination. They rarely 

accompany published horo- 
scopes, and that is a testament to 
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President Bill Clinton 
8:55 AM CST, August 19, 1946 
Hope, Arkansas: 33N39°38”, 91W35’25” 
(Outer : Naibod secondary to November 5, 1996) 


Figure 1: 


Declinations Declinations 
Natal Election | Planet Election 
Day L Day 
18 23.3 28 05.2 »)) 15 N 32.7 9S 13.5 
2808.2 | 148 49.8 co] 17N 17.6] 12S 48.8 
38 144 | 178 363 a) 19N 56.1 | 18 N 47.9 
5 $07.4 | 24S 38.5 Mc 23 N 09.1 | 12 N 32.8 
7859.8 | 11S 30.6 a 23 N 12.7 | 23N 15.7 
12N51.3} 5853.1] p 23 N 20.4 | 23.N 07.8 
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their unpopularity. Yet, judging 
from a long-term study of aspects 
present during the most important 
events in people’s lives, the pro- 
gressed declinations have been 
found to be more important than 
progressed longitudes by a factor 
of at least twenty to thirty percent! 
Overall, they appear to be more 
important both by frequency of 
occurrence and by strength. 

Do you not wonder about the 
reason for such a statement? First, 
please note that aspect power does 
not appear to be related to magnet- 
ism. Thus, no inverse R? relation- 
ship applies. | However, aspect 
power does appear to be directly 
related to slowness of relative mo- 
tion. Observe that the apparent 
velocities of the outer planets from 
the vantage point of Earth are less 
than the inner planets, and their 
influences are generally considered 
to be stronger and longer lasting. 
Then observe that average veloci- 
ties of planets and angles in decli- 
nation are even slower then the 
average velocities of those same 
planets and angles in longitude. 
Hence, that could readily explain 
the observations of higher strength. 

Consider the rotation of the 
Earth, and picture that it is like a 
giant radar. As the radar beam 
sweeps the heavens diurnally a tar- 
get blip will be amplified if it has 
barely moved from its position 
since the last sweep. Note, for ex- 
ample, that the apparent Earth- 
referenced motion of PE is less on 
average than the other planets. 
Yet, the relative power of that 
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planet is generally acknowledged 
as being high, even though it is 
small in size and far away from us. 
In fact, it is appropriately termed 
the planet of power. This analogy 
of slow movement seems to apply 
to all planets and to the angles as 
well. Evidence from every verified 
horoscope shows that it applies in 
addition to the declinations. In fact 
about twenty percent of all horo- 
scopes could not be verified with- 
out them. 


HE LAST condition of this 

analysis is that day-for-a- 

year progressions be used. 
By definition, day-for-a-year pro- 
gressions mean that the movement 
of all horoscopic elements during 
one day forecast the forces that will 
be impinging upon the individual 
during one year. In one day the 
Earth has turned 360° on its axis. 
All twelve Signs have moved past 
the Eastern horizon. Likewise, all 
twelve Signs have moved past the 
Midheaven. Therefore, the natal 
Ascendant and Midheaven repre- 
sent the fastest moving elements in 
the entire horoscope whose posi- 
tions are affected by time. An er- 
ror in horoscope timing or an error 
in the method selected to perform 
the calculations can affect the pro- 
gressions of both elements in a 
major way. Timing errors can 
throw progressions off by years. 
Different methods of calculating 
progressions have been observed to 
cause variations in the angles by up 
to about five degrees. Trying to 
compute secondary progressions to 
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Bob Dole 
5:45:38 PM CST, July 22, 1923 
Russell, Kansas: 38N53731”, 98W51°25” 
(Outer: Naibod secondary to November 5, 1996) 


Figure 2: 


18 42.2 


18 T42. 


2 


Declinations Declinations 
Planet Natal Election | Planet Natal Election 
Day _ Day 
3S 26.6 68 16.3 ofl 20N 14.9 4N 32.2 
58 26.6 6S 48.5 (6) 20 N 20.5 3S 58.0 
7819.9] 23S 26.8 p 20 N 25.9 | 20N 20.8 
13 § 38.7] 16S 43.1 3 21 N 47.8 0S 49.2 
148 10.9| 17N 43.3 2 22 N 47.7 5$ 24.7 
15 N 53.0 | 15 .N 07.4 As 238 25.1 0S 203 
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a single day requires horoscopes 
timed to at least an hour, minute, 
second and tenth of a second! 
Hour-minute inputs are simply in- 
adequate. Furthermore, the pro- 
gression method used must be the 
one called Naibod. Modern com- 
puters provide the necessary accu- 
racy. 

One more point needs to be 
made, however, before reviewing 
the horoscopes. Day-for-a-year 
progressions come in two forms. 
They are shown by aspect angles in 
celestial longitude and aspect an- 
gles in declination. Moreover, 
parallels of declination have North- 
ern and Southern polarities. Those 
are important considerations and 
should not be ignored. Contra- 
parallels exhibit both polarities, 
and that condition represents an- 
other matter of major importance. 
Any aspect between the Midheaven 
or Ascendant and a planet must 
coincide exactly by time with an 
event and must include house loca- 
tions that are clearly appropriate 
for the nature of the event. That 
statement should have generated 
the spark of an idea. The converse 
is also true, and that means the 
seeds of a timing solution are 
available to the diligent. Exactly 
timed aspects involving the Mid- 
heaven or Ascendant are perhaps 
the most important confirmations 
of all in verifying that the birth 
time used to compute the horo- 
scope is correct. They act as 
verniers. One, and only one, horo- 
scope time can be verified in this 
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manner without fail. Such times 
appear to behave like pulses, 
meaning that births on an analog 
scale of time have not been ob- 
served. 

Progressed Northern declina- 
tions are akin to the upper hemi- 
sphere in longitude. They always 
relate in some way to effects upon 
other people or to outgoing ener- 
gies. Progressed Southern declina- 
tions are akin to the lower hemi- 
sphere in longitude. They relate 
basically to effects upon self or 
incoming energies. Contraparallels 
invariably point to relationships 
between the entity and another per- 
son or people. Note that a contra- 
parallel from the Ascendant or 
Midheaven involves two or more 
human beings for every occur- 
rence. 

An additional reason why the pro- 
gressed Ascendant and Midheaven 
are so important, however, is that 
in reality each is indicative of two 
modes. The opposite of the Ascen- 
dant is the Descendant. The op- 
posite of the MC is the IC. That is 
the reason why so many marriages 
occur under progressed (seemingly 
adverse) aspects of the Ascendant, 
and so many house sales occur un- 
der progressed (likewise seemingly 
adverse) aspects of the Midheaven! 
Sorry about those misreadings. 
They were really aspects of the 
progressed Descendant and Immum 
Coeli. Aspects indicated by these 
opposite points should be reversed. 
Hence, marriages frequently take 
place when the progressed Ascen- 
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dant is opposite or contra-parallel a 
planet or angle. House sales or a 
changing of homes frequently take 
place when the progressed Mid- 
heaven is opposite or contra- 
parallel a planet or angle. Those 
marriages actually took place when 
the progressed Descendant was 
conjunct or parallel virtually any 
other element in the horoscope. 
Those house sales took place when 
the progressed IC was conjunct or 
parallel virtually any other element 
in the horoscope. Not only are 
these aspects contrary to what 
some astrologers might have 
thought, they are highly indicative 
of what actually took place. Once 
again, a review of data for these 
four important angles shows that 
the parallels outweigh the conjunc- 
tions in forcefulness and frequency 
of occurrence. 

As for longitudes, the Ascen- 
dant (and Descendant) divide the 
upper and lower hemispheres of a 
horoscope. They divide the inter- 
nal affairs from the external — the 
yin and yang. This dividing line 
represents the meeting place of the 
two hemispheres and the body 
where they are joined. Likewise, 
the progressed Ascendant’s aspects 
coincide with events affecting the 
body. What could be more impor- 
tant than the person involved? A 
person’s body wins or loses races 
and succumbs to illnesses (even 
death). A person’s body moves 
about this world or is confined. It 
relocates, travels, competes, acts, 
dances, fights battles, exhibits, suf- 
fers injuries, grows or atrophies. It 
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becomes immersed in cultures, 
sports, hobbies, pursuits of ideal- 
ism, involved in movements and 
marches. A body is built through 
activities or it wastes away through 
inaction. You, as a person, have a 
body, and you use it in a manner 
directed by your will. Aspects in- 
volving the Ascendant relate to 
such actions, and they have to be 
important, by definition. Every 
attribute of the Ascendant applies 
as well to the Descendant in its 
close relationships with one or 
more people. Marriages or the 
formation of partnerships are re- 
garded as such close relationships. 
Progressed aspects involving 
the Midheaven coincide with events 
that affect one’s public. A boss, 
parent or guardian may be part of 
that public. Every honor, dishonor, 
advancement or retrenchment in 
society is demarcated by an aspect 
involving the Midheaven. Olympic 
medalists had strong progressed 
Midheaven aspects — you can bet 
on it. Every new social or profes- 
sional position attained in life, 
every award, new job, lay off, 
bankruptcy, public action for or 
against the entity is accompanied 
by a Midheaven aspect. Managing 
or leading people are in this baili- 
wick. Hence, your public image is 
forever being forecast by these 
progressed MC aspects. Likewise, 
your image of yourself and the im- 
pacts of home life are forever being 
forecast by the opposite IC aspects. 
In summary, not only are the 
progressed aspects of the angles 
some of the most important in life, 


they are dual in nature, occur fre- 
quently and are comparatively easy 
to identify. Four angles from two 
progressions simply double the 
possible activities. In many re- 
spects they are twice as potent as 
the planets. 

There were several background 
reasons for this major digression. 
One can be certain that candidates 
for such a high office as the presi- 
dency of the United States will 
have day-for-a-year progressions 
involving their Midheavens on 
election day. If any candidate does 
not have such an aspect one can 
conclude instantly that the horo- 
scope is incorrect. Since any elec- 
tion pertains to a change in occu- 
pation, and egos are involved, 
presidential candidates would be 
expected to have aspects involving 
their Suns. These expectations 
precede any calculation of pro- 
gressed horoscopes for presidential 
candidates. 

Now, let us take a look at Fig- 
ure 1 for President Bill Clinton. 
Then look at Figure 2 for Bob 
Dole. Voila! On election day there 
are three major day-for-a-year as- 
pects within an orb of 0°04’ from 
the angles in each chart. That fact 
by itself is remarkable, as well as 
the narrowness of the orbs. Even 
more remarkable is the fact that 
each candidate has a day-for-a- 
year aspect involving his Mid- 
heaven. Each candidate has a day- 
for-a-year aspect involving his O. 
Five of the six day-for-a-year pro- 
gressions on election day are 
strong parallels of declination. 
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Birth data for other candidates 
is not been included in this com- 
parison. That would require more 
careful review of facts not yet ob- 
tained. However, you will be 
challenged sufficiently by just these 
two horoscopes of you associate 
the preceding observations. 

It is interesting to note that in 
President Clinton’s horoscope the 
significant aspect is from his XIth 
house B to his Midheaven, not 
from it. This parallel of declina- 
tion has an appropriate Northern 
(public) polarity. In Bob Dole’s 
horoscope the significant aspect is 
from his progressed Midheaven to 
his Ascendant. This parallel of 
declination has a Southern polarity. 
It will effect himself more than 
other people. The fact that these 
aspects are as found should be ex- 
tremely important to the outcome 
of the election, and one more lesson 
can be learned from these align- 
ments. 

For those who are interested, 
the two horoscopes are at least an 
order of magnitude more accurate 
than those produced by most 
popular astrological programs. 
Double-precision arithmetic was 
used in the calculations. The ac- 
curacy’s of inputs were increased 
by sixty times over conventional 
program inputs by simply includ- 
ing seconds for the coordinates, as 
closely as could be determined. 
Care was taken in all verification 
steps. 

The inauguration day progressions 
show that one candidate has more 
strife than the other. Also, the 
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addition of similar progressed charts for the Vice Presidential offices 
could add more certainty to any conclusions. I will withhold further 
comments so that readers can exercise their own judgments from the evi- 
dence presented. Those astrologers who know how to attain this next 
plateau in their profession and work with the oft-avoided progressions in 
declination to and from the angles could harbor less indecision about this 
matter than others. They will definitely be better informed. 


Let’s Consider 


Nicholette Reid writes: 

This is my promised follow-up re- 
garding the New Moon at 4°08’ 2 
exactly on my 4°08’ Q © in my 50th 
solar return. You ran a piece offering 
a prize to anyone who could predict 
my year (Considerations X:4, pages 
35-36). I didn’t see any predictions 
and some astrologers to whose atten- 
tion I brought this event seemed less 
than interested. One was offended I 
should think so highly of myself that I 
would presume to waste his time! 

I prepared myself for a year of 
BIG opportunities, lucky events (like 
winning the lottery or getting my big 
career break) and otherwise being 
singled out by the Gods to do Big 
Stuff. 

The year’s potential was palpable 
from the very birthday: important 
contacts from people out of my past, 
landed a TV ad where “I’d won the 
Lottery”, optimistic progress was in 
the works regarding a big turn-over of 
money, very fun travel to NZ, Eng- 
land and part of the US. I timed the 
purchase of lottery tickets down to the 
phases of the moon in tandem with 
big and small planetary transits — 
nothing. I mounted a marketing push 
to further my career — nothing. I 
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waited to receive an overdue payback 
on an investment made two years ago 
— nothing. My agent singled me out 
to be the top ten talent — nothing. I 
put myself in the right places to be 
‘picked’ — nothing. It was down to 
me and another actress for a yummy 
role in a big professional theater — 
the director wanted me, the producer 
wanted her — she got it. 

Am I despondent? Do I reject as- 
trology? Have I fallen through the 
skinny part of the hour glass for - 
nothing? 1 think not. Let me de- 
scribe my feelings about the events of 
my wonderful year: 


e An irrepressible sense of well- 
being and gratitude to my life 
and life-style. 

¢ An infectious case of extreme 
happiness which allows me to 
deal with disagreement in a 
good-natured and empathetic 
manner 

e A self-confidence that allows me 
to stand up for my self and be- 
liefs calmly and with conviction 

¢ A strong physical healthiness and 
renewed action toward self- 
renewal 


e A powerful heart connection and 
generosity toward family and 
very close friends 

e A surprising withdrawal from 
community that let’s me discover 
and ‘work’ on myself (or just veg 
out) 

e A loss of ‘guilt’ that comes 
from “I’m not doing what I 
should be doing.” I can say 
“no” easier and know with 
clarity what better to say “yes” 
to 

e A conscious disengagement of 
dissension in debate and dis- 
inclination to engage in conflict 

e A discovery of new ways to be 
creative and expansion toward 
learning new creative tech- 
niques. 

Most profoundly, I’ve learned that 
this big cycle is just beginning; that 
the stuff I have to learn and do is 
much more than could happen in the 
first year. I feel on the threshold... 

Astrologically, since the Big 
Event happened in the XIIth house, 
it’s no wonder the effect is so psycho- 
logical rather than empirical or ma- 
terial. Its close orb to the Ascendant 
makes the awareness so palpable and 
so effective in initiating real action 
taken on insights gained. The sig- 
nificance of Q New ) conjoining O/2 
translates in all the new feelings 
about changes in self, circumstances, 
family. Even the XIIth house P/IVth 
house Tl tie-in makes sense since my 
husband and J are considering for the 
first time in our 13 years together 
where we might relocate when we 
retire. 

So changes aren’t happening to 
me as I’d naively expected — I’m 
happening to change. 

— Lake Oswego, Oregon 
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Note oO ¥ by secondary, and the 
8/95 stationary 4% A © transit 
(optimism and simple well-being), 
which may have overpowered the SR, 
see editorial comment in X;4, p. 36. 
— Editor 


Nick Campion writes : 

I would like to thank Axel Harvey 
for his extensive review of The Book 
of World Horoscopes, it is rare that 
one’s work is so thoroughly critiqued. 
If only this sort of exercise were re- 
peated more often the entire level of 
debate amongst astrologers might be 
elevated. The final thought provok- 
ing comment came, though, in Ken 
Gillman’s review of the Astrological 
Association’s Anthology, in which he 
contrasts the astrology of Carter, Ad- 
dey and their generation with a cur- 
rent direction in British astrology 
which he characterizes as ‘odd’. This 
set me thinking. I presume he is 
thinking of the discussion of astrology 
as divinatory pioneered by Geoffrey 
Cornelius. I suspect he brackets me 
in that description. This is interest- 
ing in itself for I should think that in 
Britain most people would put me in 
an opposite pole to Geoffrey, whereas 
across the Atlantic we appear to be 
ideological allies. I understand what 
Ken is referring to, but would define 
it as firstly humanist and secondly 
Saturnine. 

I would say it is humanist because 
the trend which links such a diverse 
group as myself, Geoffrey Cornelius 
and Michael Harding is the continu- 
ing struggle to place the individual at 
the center of astrology. In this sense I 
would see a direct line of descent 
from Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar. 

It is Saturnine because British as- 
trology, like British anything, seems 
to be characterized by an intense in- 
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trospection in which it is not enough 
just to do astrology. Instead one must 
pose questions such as ‘what am I 
doing when I do astrology?’ In its 
philosophical obsessions, the current 
‘odd’ astrology owes an immense 
debt to Charles Carter and John Ad- 
dey. 

Personally I should say that when 
the dust has settled and I have looked 
at all the astrologers, living and dead, 
who have personally influenced me, I 
would place Ronald Davison at the 
top of the list. As President of the 
AA I am ultimately responsible for 
the publication of the Anthology 
(although of course it was commis- 
sioned before I was elected, and the 
work was done mainly by Zach Mat- 
thews and Tim Addey), and for 
maintaining in nineties astrology that 
very spirit which Ken was celebrating 
in his days in London in the sixties. 

— Bristol, England 


Ken Gillman responds: 

Thinking back, my use of the word 
‘odd’ was to some extent to prompt 
skimming readers not to bypass 
Axel’s thoughtful review. It was also 
my own reaction after attempting to 
read Geoffrey's book (I gave up half 
way) and your own piece in Noel 
Tyl’s rectification book (all read, 
even went back and re-read it later). 
However “odd” does mean unusual, 
something different, which is what I 
was trying to say in a very short 
space — there is so very much that is 
different between what I understand 
Geoffrey is saying, the paragraph by 
you that Axel quoted at the foot of 
page 65 in Considerations X7:3, and 
the approach taken by Roy Firebrace, 
Joan Rodgers, John Addey, Ingrid 
Lind and the other AA founders at the 
time the various essays in the An- 
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thology were written. It is different. 
Whether one agrees with it or not, 
what the pair of you are saying 
(whether you agree with each other 
or not) is also stimulating. I also find 
Harding's ideas fascinating, though 
less odd. Perhaps there is, as you 
say, a direct line of descent from 
Alan Leo and Dane Rudhyar, but I 
have to suspect that particular line 
skipped some generations. 


Financial Astrology Seminar 

Bill Meridian, an acknowledged ex- 
pert in this subject and a frequent 
contributor to Considerations, will be 
presenting a 2-day workshop and 
seminar at London’s Kensington 
Hilton on February 15 & 16, 1997. 
Bill will be unveiling all his work in 
the field, including his high accuracy 
indicators, and showing how to con- 
duct this type of astrological research. 
For full details fax Andy Pancholi in 
the UK at 01737-845231. 


Ross Harvey writes: 

I’m a little surprised that there should 
be any controversy about Clinton’s 
electoral prospects. The polls show 
him well ahead of an elderly and 
lack-lustre opponent, and a little basic 
astrology gives the same result. I am 
assuming that his birth time is 8:51 
a.m. His prenatal solar return for this 
year set for his birthplace has Mc ¢ o, 
As ¢ Qand © ¢ 4. That doesn’t look 
like a loss to me! His prenatal kinetic 
QI solar return has © ¢ 2 and when 
set for Washington has 4s ¢ 4. His 
50th lunar return after birth (a useful 
annual chart that is often overlooked) 
set for Washington has Mc ¢ 9, and 
the prenatal 50th LR has © ¢ 9, and 
set for Washington 4s ¢ 4. Minor and 
tertiary progressions say very much 
the same. At the end of the year he 


has minor 4p A Mc n and converse 
minor © ¢ . He had minor pro- 
gressed © ¢ | for the last election. 
Tertiary 2p is ¢ Mc n at the end of this 
year as well. 

I am assuming that Dole’s time is 
unknown. I’m pretty sure from the 
biographical information Nick Suth- 
erland provided that the 00:10 a.m. 
time is very unlikely, and am more 
inclined to think that it is somewhere 
towards the middle of the day. In any 
case, as I see it, the question is aca- 
demic. His 73rd lunar return has © z 
% and the prenatal one has O & %. 
In addition he has converse minor © 
& ¥ for the election. What else is 
there to say? 

— Turramurra, Australia 


Margaret Millard M.D. writes: 

I was very interested in the article 
about childbirth in Volume XI num- 
ber 2. But I always suspect people 
who claim “100% accuracy in thou- 
sands of charts”, so I worked out one. 

In 1949 * transited through side- 
real Q all year. A child was born in 
December 1949, and the chart of its 
father (March 29, 1916 at 6:34 p.m. 
EST; 40N45, 73W54) has sidereal T? 
rising, the Vth house is sidereal 4, 
and the [Xth is sidereal 0. 

Rule 1: » should aspect (be in the 
Ist, Vth, VIIth or Xth house) from 
each parent’s Vth or IXth through 
direct motion. If retrograde ar any 
time during the nine months it can 
also operate from the previous house 
— presumably the parent’s [Vth or 
VIIIth, this is unclear to me. 

So the IVth is sidereal ~ and the 
VIIIth is sidereal T. 

The signs through which » should 
transit at any time during the nine 
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months before the birth of his child 

are: 

e The Ist from the Vth = 4, and 
from the IVth = ¥. 

e The IlIrd from the Vth = H, and 
from the [Vth = =. 

e The VIIth from the Vth =-S, and 
from the [Vth = I. 

e The Xth from the Vth = =, or 
from the [Vth = TI. 

e The Ist from the [Xth = &, or 
from the VIIth = T. 

e ~The IlIrd from the [Xth = ©, or 
from the VIIIth = I. 

e The VIIth from the [Xth = 4, or 
from the VIIIth = ¥. , 

e The Xth from the [Xth = =, or 
from the VIIIth = 4. 

That’s ten of the twelve signs. 

But during the whole nine months 
before the child’s birth in December 
1949 * was transiting through side- 
real 2, at times retrograde. 

I worked it out for his wife, too. 
She also did not conform to this 
‘rule’. 

So what about the claim of 100% 
accuracy in thousands of cases! I will 
not buy Rao’s book. 

— Gloucester, England 


Frank Jakubowsky writes: 
Here is an example of rectification by 
the literary pattern method. I don’t 
know his birthtime. It is of the Un- 
abomer manifesto, which we now 
know was written by7 Theodore J. 
Kaczynski, born May 22, 1942. 

Since he numbered his paragraphs 
1 to 232 it made it easier for me to 
relate it to his planets. It is written in 
a cycle of ten. Paragraphs 1, 11, 21, 
etc relate to ¥; paragraphs 2, 12, 22 
relate to 9; 3, 13, 33 to X; 4, 14, 24 to 
the ©; 5, 15, 25 to %; 6, 16, 26 to 3; 
7, 17, 27 to 4; 8, 18, 28 to o%; 9, 19, 
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29 to B; 10, 20, 30, etc to the ). The 
telationship is very good. It makes a 
good scientific test for astrology. 

To get closer to his birthtime is 

more difficult because he rarely used 
his personal self. There wasn’t an 
extra paragraph to relate to the As- 
cendant. By my number type I found 
what I believed to be the ) between ? 
and %. This would put his Ascendant 
anywhere from 1 to Q. I used Chi- 
cago as his birthplace. In paragraph 
96 ther is one example to show the ) 
between 9 and 9: 
“They probably would not have at- 
tracted many readers [9], because it’s 
more fun to watch the entertainment 
put out by the media than to read a 
sober essay [)]. Even if these writ- 
ings had attracted many readers, most 
of them would soon have forgotten 
what they had read..., [9].” 

Then by the number type I found 

what I believed to be the Ascendant 
between § and 4. Here it is from 
paragraph 97: 
“But what kind of freedom does one 
have if one can use it only as someone 
else prescribes? [9]. FC’s (this writer) 
conception of freedom is not that 
(Ascendant) of Bolivar, Hu, Chang or 
other bourgeois theorists, [\+].” 

That would have his Ascendant 
between 22 and 23 degrees. I chose 
the sign of II as his Ascendant by 
looking at the chart and relating it to 
his writing and his life. 

I believe he was born with his As- 
cendant between 22 and 23° I. The 
time depends on where he was born. 
I would like to know what time he 
was actually born, when this is found 
out. — Oakland, California 
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David L. Dozier writes: 
Before reading an article on astrology 
it is good pratice to check the printed 
chart and the data given to see if you 
can duplicate it. The Reagan chart by 
Shirley Coover on page 24, Volume 
XI:1 does compute to the data given; 
however, there is one small (or large) 
error in the longitude given. As we 
found out in Considerations page 76, 
Volume X:1, it is agreed that 89W47 
was the correct longitude for Tam- 
pico. The Coover chart uses a longi- 
tude of 87W47 which skews the 
headline and the premise of the whole 
article. If one uses the time given 
with the chart and the correct latitude 
and longitude for Tampico it appears 
that President Reagan had a TN rising 
sign instead of +! 

— San Antonio, Texas. 


Shirley Coover responds: 

I did the chart on Reagan back in 
1980. I told my husband there would 
be an attempt on Reagan's life and it 
happened three days later. When the 
articles on Reagan appeared in Con- 
siderations J got my old chart out and 
put it on the cosmobiology wheel and 
found it fit all the events that were 
published. I never thought of check- 
ing the coordinates. Either I copied 
them out of an old book or read them 
wrong. 

J still believe the chart is correct. 
By changing the coordinates the time 
is changed to 2:09 a.m. This gives an 
Ascendant of 0°51°32” X%. The MC 
will be 16°26'03” Tf. It is very close 
to the same chart. The degrees of the 
planets and the midpoints are the 
same and the cosmobiology reading 
is the same. — Dewey, Arizona 
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Twelve Gods & Seven Planets 


KEN GILLMAN 


/ HE SIGNS and the planets are obviously closely related. When 
we interpret a planet in the birthchart we do so in terms of 
where the Sign(s) it rules are located among the houses. In in- 
terpreting the meaning of a Sign we relate it to the strength and 

location of its planetary ruler. The standard allocation of the seven classi- 
cal planets to the various Signs of the Zodiac (& ruling T and Tl, @ ruling 
8 and =, etc.) is listed in virtually every textbook from Ptolemy to Tyl. 

I’ve been trying to learn how and why these rulerships were originally 
allocated. My search was mainly unsuccessful yet in the process I came 
across another rulership scheme that existed for at least two thousand 
years — it probably even pre-dates the Signs of the Zodiac for it existed 
in 1600 B.C. This older rulership scheme co-existed with our standard 
tulership scheme for several centuries. It disappeared in the early 6th 
century when it was effectively banned by the Catholic Church. This arti- 
cle presents the evidence for this older rulership scheme and then dis- 
cusses some of the implications knowledge of it may have to us today. 
One important implication is that reference to Greek mythology as a way 
of getting at the meanings of the planets may not be as valid as many 
writers on astrology seem to believe. 


THE EVIDENCE 


HILE THE ZODIAC, the narrow strip in the sky in which we 
\ V/ observe and measure the movements of the ©, ) and the plan- 
ets, was undoubtedly recognized in Babylon 4,000 or so years 
ago it was not apparently until about 520 B.C. that the twelve Signs were 
actually defined. This seems to have been done by Cleostratos of Tene- 
dos', who divided the ecliptic into twelve equal parts and is said to have 
“recognized the Signs of the Zodiac.” He reputedly described them in a 
now-lost poem, Astrologia. 
Before there were Signs there were months. The earliest calendars 
were lunar, a month lasting either from first crescent to first crescent or 
from full moon to full moon. Twelve 30-day months and five extra days 


' See George Sarton. History of Science Vol. I, Ancient Science Through the 
Golden Age of Greece. 1952. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press. 
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made up the year. And each month was believed to have a separate god 
as its ruler or guardian. Evidence of this concept can be traced to both 
ancient Babylon and Egypt. 

The month gods first appear in Egyptian art as early as the Eighteenth 
Dynasty, some 1,600 years before Christ. In western Europe this was the 
Bronze Age, the period when Stonehenge was being built. Twelve gods for 
twelve months. Originally the month gods seem to have been deities in 
whose honor a festival was held on the first day of each month, 

The Egyptian month gods at this time were, in sequence, Thy, goddess 
of the first month, Ptah, Hathor, Sekhmet, Min, Rkh-Wr, Rkh-Nds, Rnwtt, 
Khonsu, Khnt-Khnty, Ipt, and Re-Harakhty, god of the twelfth month. 
They included five goddesses, five gods, and two hippopotami (Rkh-Wr 
and Rkh-Nds).? These gods appear in the above order on an alabaster 
waterclock from the reign of Amenhotep III (1397-1360 B.C.). Except 
that the hippopotami are replaced by jackals, they are in the same order on 
ceilings in the temples of Ramses I (1290-1223 B.C.) and Ramses II 
(1174-1147 B.C.). On these two ceilings, in the center of the band, a dog- 
headed ape squats on a pillar, the symbol of 7hoth, god of the five inter- 
calary days. 

The Egyptian month gods were still considered sacred nine hundred 
years later in the time of Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.). There are 
extant representations of Alexander and later Macedonian rulers of Egypt 
making offerings to these month gods. Representations of these same na- 
tive month gods continued to be used in Roman times. On two waterclocks 
depicting the appropriate month gods the Latin name of the months are 
incised on the rims. 

The twelve Egyptian gods began as month gods. Later, some time be- 
fore the third century B.C., they also became protectors of the Zodiac 
Signs. At that time Appollonius Rhodius, a Greek poet who was chief 
librarian at Alexandria, wrote “the Egyptians call the twelve Zodiac 
Signs’ counselor gods by name, and the planets attendants.” It was the 
Twelve Gods then who ruled the Signs of the Zodiac, not the planets. 
Herodotus, the man Cicero called ‘the father of history’ in the second 
book of his Histories, also refers several times to an Egyptian set of 
Twelve Gods. He wrote “each month and each day belongs to one of the 
gods.” 

The Babylonians also believed there were twelve major gods, each of 
whom watched over a month and one of the twelve Zodiac Signs. This we 


2 The two hippopotami represented the sixth and seventh months of the Egyp- 
tian year. As the Egyptian year began with the heliacal rising of Sirius in the 
middle of our July, these aquatic creatures were associated with the months we 
now relate to the ‘watery’ Zodiac Signs and ~ (before becoming simply a 
goat © was a seagoat or water antelope, much like a hippo). 
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learn from the Bibliothica Historica written by Diodorus Siculus, a first 
century B.C. Greek historian. 

The Greeks were familiar with the concept of twelve leading gods. 
They had their own twelve Olympians. In Athens, the Olympians were 
the patrons of the city state, concerned with the maintenance and prosper- 
ity of the civic order, especially justice, and also bestowing upon Athens 
primacy among Greek cities. 

The individual Egyptian month gods were not the exact equivalent of 
the twelve Olympians whom the Romans later also recognized as month 
gods, only Pah presides over the same month as his Greco-Roman 
equivalent Hephaistos/Vulcan. The twelve Egyptian month gods are not 
regarded as the source for the Greek Twelve (they were worshipped and 
invoked individually while the Greeks invoked them as a group; the Greek 
twelve were wholly anthropomorphic, the Egyptian included the two hip- 
pos, later jackals), but knowledge of this similar set of deities may have 
led to the later association of the twelve gods of Greece and Rome with 
the months. 


founded by Greek heroes imply that the cult existed in Greece 

luring the late Bronze Age: the sixth century B.C. Greek lyric 

poet Pindar refers to altars founded by Herakles at Olympia, Hellanicus (a 

fifth century historian) wrote that Deukalion founded an altar in Thessaly, 

while Herodotus cites Jason’s sacrifice to the Twelve Gods by the Bos- 

phoros. In the Homeric Hymn to Hermes, probably composed in the 8th 

century B.C., the infant god, after killing Apollo’s cattle, set aside twelve 
portions for the gods. 

Plato (c.427-c.347 B.C.) believed the Twelve should have a central 
tole in the ideal city. In his Laws, he proposed that the citizens be divided 
into twelve tribes, each to be named for one.of the Twelve Gods, who 
would serve as its patron deity. He also proposed that the ideal city 
should hold a festival each month for one of the Twelve and that the festi- 
val of the twelfth month be devoted to Plouton. 

Plouton, the Greek god of the underworld, was not one of the Greek 
Twelve. The last month of the Greek year, to which Plato’s twelfth month 
corresponded, was Skirophorion, named after the Skira festival which 
took place during the month. The Skira seems to have been connected 
with the rape of Persephone/Kore by Plouton. It is roughly equivalent to 
June, when today the vegetation dries up and dies in Greece. Thus the 
death of vegetation coinciding with the death of the year made it a particu- 
larly suitable month to be dedicated to Plouton, and there was already a 
festival during the month with which he was associated. Plato interpreted 
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Plouton as ‘the giver of wealth’. In art, Plouton regularly holds a cornu- 
copia, symbol of wealth and fertility. 

There is no evidence before Plato’s time that the Greek Twelve as a 
group had any connection with the months. Eudoxos of Cnidos, who is 
known today as ‘the founder of scientific astronomy’, is thought to have 
been responsible for identifying the twelve Olympians with the Signs of 
the Zodiac. In doing so he was obviously following the Egyptian tradi- 
tion; he is known to have spent sixteen months in Egypt sometime in the 
period 378-364 B.C. 

In the Phaedrus, Plato described the Twelve Gods as astral deities who 
drive through the heavens, maintaining order in the heavens. This has 
been interpreted as supporting the association of the Twelve Gods with the 
Signs of the Zodiac. In Plato’s thought, the Twelve Gods were no longer 
the parochial set who watched over the prosperity of Athens and ensured 
its dominance over other cities, but universal deities concerned with the 
well-being of the Kosmos. 

In 293 B.C., the months of the city of Demetrias in Thessaly were 
named after the twelve Olympians. This is the earliest association of the 
twelve Olympians as a group with the months. We know only the names 
of ten of the months: Aphrodision, Areios, Artemision, Athenaion, Deios 
(of Zeus), Demetrion, Hephaiston, Hermaion, Hestios, and Poseidon. Un- 
fortunately, we do not know the order of the months. 

The Twelve were represented in various ways, possibly the most inter- 
esting being a circle containing a ring of twelve dots at Epidauros. How- 
ever, there is no evidence that the association of the Olympians with the 
months was expressed in Greek art. 


HE EARLIEST Babylonian list of relations between months and 

deities has been dated to approx. 1,000 B.C. The gods of three of 

the Babylonian months can be equated with the Olympian associ- 
ated with the same month — Ishtar with Demeter/Ceres, Marduk with 
Ares/Mars, and Sin with Apollo. In each instance, however, the Babylo- 
nian deity has a different Greco-Roman counterpart in the system estab- 
lished for the planetary gods. 


66 


Considerations IX:4 


Table 1: Babylonian planetary gods and 
their Greek and Roman equivalents 

Planet | Babylonian Greek Roman 
4 Ninib (Ninurta) Kronos Saturn 
y Marduk Zeus Jupiter 
J Nergal Ares Mars 
Q Ishtar Aphrodite Venus 
ie] Nabu Hermes Mercury 
y Sin Artemis Diana 
(9) Shamash Apollo Apollo 


JHE TWELVE GODS, also known as Di Consentes, were intro- 

duced to Rome some time before the third century B.C. In 217 

B.C., after Rome had suffered a serious defeat at the hands of the 
Carthaginian Hannibal, the Roman Senate ordered the Roman priestly 
college of the decemviri to consult the Sibylline books and determine how 
the wrath of the gods could be appeased. In due course, they were in- 
formed that a sacred banquet should be held to honor the gods. Six 
couches were set up in public, one for Jupiter and Juno, a second for 
Neptune and Minerva, a third for Mars and Venus, a fourth for Apollo 
and Diana, a fifth for Vulcan and Vesta, and the last for Mercury and 
Ceres, twelve gods in all. Only heads of gods were originally represented 
on the couches. In the event, Rome was saved from Hannibal; so this un- 
usual banquet was justified. 

Saturn was not one of the twelve. In the first century B.C., a set of 
bronze statues of the twelve Di Consentes stood in the Roman Forum. 
They were juxtaposed with the public treasury, which was kept in the 
Temple of Saturn, and the public records kept in the Tabularium. The Di 
Consentes were thus admirably suited to the protection of the state, able 
to supervise the business of government and watch out for financial or 
administrative wrong-doing. 

The Twelve Gods appeared in Rome at a time of crisis. The Twelve 
promptly displayed their ability to protect Rome and cause it to flourish. 
The cult which the Romans had imported was the old Greek municipal 
cult, and it remained attached to the city of Rome. 

The Latin names for the months are not generally derived from those of 
the Olympians. The two obvious exceptions are March (Martius) and 
June (Junis), named for Mars and Juno. The association of Mars with 
March persisted in illustrated calendars into the middle ages, long after 
the month gods disappeared as a set. The Latin poet Ovid connected Ve- 
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nus with April (Aprilis), while May (Maius) can be said to relate to Maia, 
the mother of Hermes/Mercury. Only these four months were initially 
named, the rest were numbered, with our July the fifth month (March was 
the first) being Quintilis, our month of August was Sextilis, and so on. 
This Roman custom of naming the first four and numbering the remainder 
is fascinating; it occurred also in Roman families, the children after the 
first four being called Quintus, Sextus, etc.? The month of Quintilis was 
later renamed July to commemorate Julius Caesar in 44 B.C., and Sextilis 
was changed to August to honor Augustus in 8 B.C. The naming of 
January and February had occurred earlier, at the time the start of Rome’s 
civil year was moved from March to January. 


Table 2: The Twelve Gods of Greece 
& their equivalents in Rome 
Female Male 
Greek Roman Greek Roman 
| 
Aphrodite Venus Ares Mars 
Artemis Diana Apollo Apollo 
Athena Minerva Hephaistos Vulcan 
Demeter Ceres Poseidon -Neptune 
Hera Juno Zeus Jupiter 
Hestia Vesta Hermes Mercury | 


The male-female pairings in Table 2 were the usual ones . 


each month as a tutela or guardian appears full-blown in the first 

century A.D. (after the calendar reform of Julius Caesar) in the so- 
called rustic calendar engraved on a small, free-standing marble pillar. 
The surviving example, now in the National Museum in Naples, has three 
columns on each face, each headed by a Zodiacal Sign in low relief and 
listing the Roman name of the month associated with the Sign, the number 
of days, the number of daylight and night hours, the position of the Sun, 
the tutelary deity, and the principal festivals as well as agricultural activi- 
ties. An English translation of the inscription’ is as follows: 


r HE ROMAN SYSTEM which has an Olympian associated with 


3 See Rees, Alwyn & Brinley Rees. Celtic Heritage. 1961. p.397. 
* Cippus Colotianus: Naples, National Museum, inv. no. 2632. 
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Month January. 31 days. Nones on 5th. Day 9 hours, night 14 hours. 
Sun in Capricorn. Patronage of Juno. 


Month February. 28 days. Nones on Sth. Day 10 hours, night 13 hours. 
Sun in Aquarius. Patronage of Neptune. Fields are sown. 


Month March, 31 days. Nones on 7th. Day 12 hours, night 12 hours. 
Equinox March 24th. Sun in Pisces. Patronage of Minerva. 


Month April. 30 days. Nones on 5th. Day 13 hours, night 10 hours. Sun 
in Aries. Patronage of Venus. 


Month May. 31 days. Nones on 7th. Day 14 hours, night 9 hours. sun in 
Taurus. Patronage of Apollo. Fields are weeded. Sheep are shorn. Wool 
is washed. Bullocks are tamed. 


Month June. 30 days. Nones on Sth. Day 15 hours, night 9 hours. 
Summer solstice June 23. Sun in Gemini. Patronage of Mercury. 


Month July (so named). 31 days. Nones on 7th. Day hours 14, night 
hours 9. Sun in Cancer. Patronage of Jupiter. 


Month August (so named). 31 days. Nones on Sth. Day of 13 hours, 
night of 11 hours. Sun in Leo. Patronage of Ceres. 


Month September. 30 days. Nones on Sth. Day 12 hours, night 12 hours. 
Equinox September 23. Sun in Virgo. Patronage of Vulcan. Storage jars 
are coated with pitch. 


Month October. 31 days. Nones on 7th. Day 10 hours, night 13 hours. 
Sun in Libra. Patronage of Mars. Grape harvest. 


Month November. 30 days. Nones on 5th. Day 9 hours, night 14 hours. 
Sun in Scorpio. Patronage of Diana. Sowing of wheat and barley. 


Month December. 31 days. Nones on Sth. Day 9 hours, night 15 hours. 
Sun in Sagittarius. Patronage of Vesta. Beginning of winter. They dung 
the vineyards, sowing beans, etc. 


The relationship of the different gods to the months and Zodiacal Signs 


on these rustic calendars is very different from those we might expect. 
Jupiter for July! 
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Manilius arranged the deities in the same order in his Astronomica, the 
oldest surviving complete astrological text, written during the reigns of 
Augustus and Tiberius (30 B.C.-37 A.D.), but he shifted the Sign associ- 
ated with each deity one place, see Table 3. He also began his list with 
Aries, the Sign of the spring equinox, rather than with January, the first 
month of the Roman year. 


“Pallas (Minerva) watches over the Woolbearer (Aries); 
Cytherea (Venus) over Taurus; 

Phoebus (Apollo) the shapely Gemini; 

You, Cyllenius (Mercury), over Cancer; 

and Jupiter, you yourself rule Leo with the Mother of the Gods; 
Virgo who bears ears of grain belongs to Ceres; 

and the forged scales to Vulcan; 

quarrelsome Scorpio clings to Mars; 

Diana cherishes the hunting man part horse (Sagittarius); 
and Vesta the contracted stars of Capricorn; 

opposite Jupiter is Aquarius, the star of Juno; 

and Neptune acknowledges his own Pisces in the upper air.” 


Table 3: Concordance between 
the Rustic Calendars & Manilius 
Month Deity Sign 
Rustic 
calendars | Manilius 
January Juno B may 
February Neptune ay x 
March Minerva K 7: 
April Venus 6 re) 
May Apollo to) 
June Mercury I gS 
July Jupiter 83 Q 
August Ceres Q TW 
September Vulcan TT = 
October Mars = ml 
November Diana Tl x 
December Vesta x rs 


Manilius placed the Sign of Leo under the Mother of the Gods as well 
as Jupiter. The supreme Goddess, Astarte/Cybele, was usually associated 
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with lions. A limestone plaque in Jordan shows Cybele surrounded by 
Signs of the Zodiac. At the top of the Zodiac the figure of T is replaced 
by a bust of Athena/Minerva, tutelary goddess of the Sign. Next to her is 
a nude male bust with the Sign of =, and other busts replace %, #6 and =. 

The time span allotted to a Zodiacal Sign and a given month, then as 
now, do not exactly coincide. In the Rustic Calendar and the poem of 
Manilius the deities are assigned to one month and two successive Signs 
of the Zodiac. It follows that originally the gods were tutelae of the 
months, not of the Zodiac Signs. This agrees with the historical sequence: 
in Demetrias the months were named for the Olympians ca. 293 B.C. The 
rise of personal astrology with its emphasis on the Zodiac seems to have 
occurred in Alexandria in the second century B.C. The source for the 
Roman system was Greek and may have been inspired by Plato’s recom- 
mendation in the Laws. 

It has been suggested that Manilius began with an association of 
Olympians with Zodiac Signs. These led to the connection of the deity 
with the month in which the Zodiac Sign rises and hence to the shift in the 
preceding Sign which is found in the rustic calendars. 

Charlotte R. Long’, author of the excellent The Twelve Gods of 
Greece and Rome (a main source for this article), believes this theory is 
clearly contradicted by the arrangements on the sides of the so-called Al- 
tar, found in Gabii in 1793 by Gavin Hamilton 
excavating on behalf of Prince Borghese. It is 
one of the pieces in the Borghese collection 
purchased for the Louvre by Napoleon. It is 
dated as Hadrianic, 117-138 A.D. Mrs. Long 
describes it as looking like a very ornamental 
bird bath, although the official identification is 
that it was a sundial. Twelve raised divine 
heads encircle the rim. These are pairings of 
the gods: a goddess matched with the god ruling the opposite Sign of the 
Zodiac, with the goddess of the pair on the right of the male. Of the six 
pairings, only three are the same as those at the 217 B.C. banquet. 

Around the sides are attributes of the twelve Olympians arranged in 
the order of the months, reading from left to right, and juxtaposed with the 
Signs of the Zodiac. These are so arranged that a given attribute follows 
the Zodiac Sign associated with the deity in the Roman rustic calendars 
and precedes the Sign ascribed to the same deity by Manilius. 


> Charlotte R. Long. The Twelve Gods of Greece and Rome. 1987. The Neth- 
erlands: E. J. Brill. 
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preserved are: 


72 


This arrangement, Mrs. Long contends, substantiates the hypothesis 
that the Olympians served primarily as guardians of the months rather 
than the Zodiac Signs. 


The heads on top in counter-clockwise order, beginning with the best 


= 09 


Venus, with Cupid behind her right shoulder 
Mars wearing a helmet 


Diana, with a quiver behind her right shoulder 
Apollo, nude with long side curls 


Vesta, with long side curls wearing peplos 
Youthful Mercury with caduceus 


Ceres, with long, loose hair covered by a veil 
Neptune with a trident 


Minerva (now wholly restored) 
A youthful Vulcan, with hair to the nape of his 
neck 


Juno (now wholly restored) 
Jupiter, shoulder-length hair, thunderbolt. 
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Table 4: 
The arrangement on sides 
of the Altar of Gabii 
Zodiac 
Sign 
ii 
Peacock Juno 
Dolphins Neptune 
x 
Owl Minerva 
T 
Dove Venus 
fe) 
Tripod Apollo 
au 
Winged Tortoise Mercury 
S 
Eagle Jupiter 
9) 
Basket Ceres 
W 
Pileus® Vulcan 
Wolf Mars 
mM 
Dog Diana 
x 
Lamp Vesta 
6 


Note: The sequence is continuous, 76 appears only once. 


© A Pileus was a round, brimless skullcap. 
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Other Examples 


Manilius, there are only four other known examples that relate the 

Twelve Gods to the month and/or the Sign of the Zodiac. One of 
these relates to both month and Sign, two to the month only, and the 
fourth to just the Sign. 


I: ADDITION TO the Rustic Calendars, the Altar at Gabii, and 


1. A 13-meter-square polychrome carpet mosaic, found at Hellin in 
Albacete, Spain, and now exhibited in Madrid. It has sixteen principle 
octagonal panels, the four in the center represent the seasons. The twelve 
outer panels were originally labeled with the names of the months, each 
had a deity mounted on a monster or winged genius symbolizing a Zodiac 
Sign. The choice of deity seems to depend here on the religious calendar 
rather than on the rustic one. The deity honored is the one honored by the 
chief festival of the month. The following months are preserved: 


e February — label only 

e April — Venus riding a man-bull, 8. 

The Veneralia festival was celebrated on the Kalends of April. 

e May — Mercury riding a winged genius who holds twins in his 
extended hand, II. 

May was named for Maia, the mother of Hermes-Mercury, and a festi- 
val honoring mother and son was held on the Ides of May. 

e August — Diana seated on a centaur holding an arrow, TI. 

The Natalis of Diana was celebrated on the Ides of August. The Vul- 
canalia was also held in August, but later in the month after the change of 
Zodiac Sign, and Vulcan is shown here as the tutela of the next month. 

e September — Vulcan on winged genius carrying scales, =; 

e October — helmeted beardless deity with long skirt (a martial 
goddess such as Minerva rather than Mars) riding on a winged genius who 
empties a basket of grapes, in the hair are the claws of Scorpio, MN. 

The main festival in October, the Armilustrum, celebrated the army. 
October was the traditional end of the fighting year. 

_© November —Veiled goddess with scepter, seated on a centaur 
carrying a bow and arrow, *; 

The veiled goddess is most likely Isis as the great festival of Isis was in 
November, extending from October 28 to November 3. 

© December — Goddess with lance (Minerva most likely) riding 
creature with goat legs, 6. 
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2. The earliest extant representations of the month gods outside of 
Egypt are a series of medallions with busts of gods painted in a room at 
the western edge of Pompeii. These can be dated before the destruction of 
Pompeii in A.D. 79. The four identifiable busts depict April (Venus), 
July (Jupiter), September (Vulcan) and November (Diana). 


3. Another polychrome carpet mosaic, dated to the end of the third 
or early in the fourth century, A.D., was laid by a certain Monnus in a 
villa in Trier. It also included representations of the months and seasons. 
Eight of these panels are extant: 

e April — only the label survives 

e May — fragment of a caduceus, Mercury 

e June — diademed goddess with a scepter, Juno 

e July — bearded Neptune with a trident 

e August — beardless deity in a red garment, Ceres or Diana 

e September — bearded Vulcan equipped with tongs 

e October — youthful Bacchus crowned with vine leaves 

e November — Isis 


4. A marble candelabrum base with summer month gods was found 
in the basement of the Villa Pinciana in Rome in 1767/68. Date: Roman 
Imperial, probably second century after Christ. It was taken to Paris with 
other pieces in the Borghese collection by Napoleon and is now in the 
Musée de Louvre (inv. no. MA 610). The three-sided base has a single 
deity on each face, mounted on a figure symbolizing a Zodiac Sign. 


e Neptune with horse and dolphin on left forearm riding on a triton 
with attached crab legs and claws, &. The Neptunalia festival was 
celebrated in Rome on July 23, under &. 

e Jupiter, bearded, with eagle, riding a man-lion, 2; 

e Draped goddess, originally with scarf billowing behind head, rid- 
ing on girl with clinging drapery, I. The goddess is either Venus, 
Ceres or Diana. 


gEBy, 
g 


AAG 
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Table 5: 


KE ANS SOOHAG 


The Twelve Gods of the Zodiac 


Rustic 


Venus 
Apollo 
Mercury 


Manilius 


Minerva 
Venus Venus 
Apollo Apollo 


Gabii Hellin Villa 


Minerva 


Jupiter | Mercury | Mercury 


Ceres Jupiter Jupiter 
Vulcan Ceres Ceres 
Mars Vulcan | Vulcan 
Diana Mars Mars 
Vesta Diana Diana 
Juno Vesta Vesta 
Neptune Juno Juno 


Minerva | Neptune | Neptune 


Pinciana 


Venus - 
Mercury - 

- Neptune 

- Jupiter 

Diana Goddess 
Vulcan - 
Goddess - 
Isis - 
Minerva - 


Table 6: The Twelve Gods of the Months 
Month | Rustic Hellin ~_| Pompeii Trier 
Jan Juno - - - 
Feb Poseidon - - - 
Mar Minerva - - - 
Apr Venus Venus Venus 2 
May Apollo Mercury - Mercury 
Jun Mercury - - Juno 
Jly Jupiter - Jupiter Poseidon 
Aug Ceres Diana - Diana/Ceres 
Sep Vulcan Vulcan Vulcan Vulcan 
Oct Mars Goddess - Bacchus 
Nov Diana Isis Diana Isis 
Dec Vesta Minerva - - 


JHE PLANETARY gods form a closed set of seven which is read- 
ily distinguished from the twelve month or Zodiac gods by the 
presence of Saturn. It is evident that both allocations co-existed at 
the same time. For example, both the twelve month/Zodiac gods and the 
seven are represented on separate sets of painted medallions in the same 
room at Pompeii. The seven planetary gods were also combined with the 
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Signs of the Zodiac they usually rule. Thus at Pompeii, Jupiter is de- 
picted both as a month/Zodiac god protecting July/Leo and as the plane- 
tary god ruling the two Signs Sagittarius and Pisces. 

The seven were related to the twelve Signs on a set of astrological 
coins issued by Alexandria under Antonius Pius (A.D. 137-161). These 
coins each have a single planetary god combined with the Zodiac Sign 
normally associated with that particular planet. 

The seven are also depicted on a polychrome carpet mosaic from Bir 
Chana in North Africa. Here Saturn occupies the central panel with the 
remaining six planetary gods in adjacent panels and the Signs of the Zo- 
diac between these and the outer edge. 


HE CULT of the Twelve Gods seems to have gone underground 

after the Battle of Milvian Bridge in 312 A.D. at which Constan- 

tine, inspired to fight under the symbol of the Christian God (a 
flaming cross that appeared in the sky inscribed “In this conquer’), de- 
feated Maxentius, who presumably had the traditional gods of Rome on 
his side. It followed that the God of the Christians must be the Supreme 
Being on whom the welfare of the state depended. Constantine accepted 
Him as such, converted to Christianity, and gave civil rights and toleration 
to Christians throughout the Empire. He was indebted to the Christian 
God for his success, not to Jupiter Optimus Maximus and the rest. Thus 
Constantine of necessity established a new divine patron for the state. 

The cult had to resort to subterfuge. One of the Church fathers, Clem- 
ent of Alexandria (150 —215) had written in Excerpta ex Theodota that 
the apostles would replace the Signs of the Zodiac, presiding over rebirth 
as formerly the Signs had watched over birth. The Twelve Olympians 
took the hint and became the Twelve Apostles. 

For his burial place Constantine, who had been an ardent follower of 
Sol Invictus as the universal supreme god prior to Milvian Bridge, built 
himself a mausoleum, which he dedicated as a church of the Holy Apos- 
tles. His sarcophagus was placed in the center flanked by memorials to the 
twelve apostles (it could also be considered a representation of the Sun 
surrounded by the twelve Signs of the Zodiac). Three of the apostles had 
stars carved besides their heads, which tends to confirm this assimilation 
of the apostles with the astral deities and the Zodiac. 

Whether or not Constantine’s rather blatant final act could be con- 
strued as reverting to the old pagan religion on his death bed, it certainly 
did not please the newly empowered Church in Rome. His sarcophagus 
was very quickly removed from the Church of the Holy Apostles, on the 
pretext that the building was unsafe (this occurred only a year or so after 
the Church was built, during the reign of his son Constantius II), and 
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placed in a rotunda next to the church, where later emperors were also 
entombed 


Table 7: Relationship between 
the Twelve Gods 
& the Twelve Apostles 


Olympian Sign Apostle 
Minerva T Peter 
Venus te) Simon Zelotes 
Apollo I James ‘the lesser’ 
Mercury 8 Andrew 
Jupiter Q John 
Ceres w Philip 
Vulcan 2 Bartholomew 
Mars Tl Thomas 
Diana x James 
Vesta B Matthew 
Juno Ew Thaddeus-Jude 
Neptune K Judas Iscariot 


There was a revival of the old pagan religion during the brief reign of 
Julian the Apostate (361-363). Allied and counseled by Neoplatonists, he 
brought back the Twelve Gods and stripped the Church of its privileges. 
But this resurrection did not survive Julian’s death. After that humiliation 
the Christian Church insisted new emperors acted according to their dic- 
tates. 

On November 8, 392 the emperor Theodosius (born Jan 11, AD 347), 
at the behest of Bishop Ambrose, completely prohibited the worship of the 
pagan gods (he also terminated the Olympic Games). A religious war 
ensued. At the battle of Frigidus River on September 5, 394 Theodosius 
defeated Eugenius and Arbogast, the leaders of the pagan revolt. Later 
Christian tradition essentially interpreted the victory as a divine judgment: 
the god of the Christians had triumphed over the old Roman gods. The Di 
Consentes, you will recall, had been introduced into Rome six hundred 
years earlier when the city was in danger of being captured by Hannibal. 
Rome had risen to extraordinary heights since then. Now the Twelve 
Gods were arbitrarily dismissed. Within twenty years Rome lay in ruins, 


78 


Considerations IX:4 


sacked by Alaric and his Visigoths, the latest Emperor of Rome alive and 
well and living far away in Constantinople. 

A related event was the prosecution of Priscillianism. Priscillian was 
an early Christian bishop who is infamous for being the first heretic to 
receive capital punishment. He was executed in 385. The unorthodox 
doctrine he founded, which included the belief that the Signs of the Zodiac 
were under the patronage of the twelve Patriarchs, persisted until either 
561 or 563. In one of these years the Church Council of Braga in Spain 
pronounced an anathema, a formal ecclesiastical ban or excommunication, 
against Priscillianism and specifically included any who regarded the 
Signs of the Zodiac as being under the patronage of the twelve Patriarchs. 
With this formal denouncement of the heresy of Christianizing the pagan 
belief in the Olympians as protectors of the Zodiac, the 2,000-year-old 
month/Zodiac gods disappeared. 


JHE NEOPLATONISTS accepted the Twelve Gods, for them the 

Olympians controlled the universe. As the name implies this was a 

revival of Platonism, occurring in the third century A.D.. The 
Neoplatonists themselves continued to flourish into the fifth century but 
their academy was closed in A.D. 529 by the Emperor Justinian, shortly 
before the Council of Braga, and thereafter the doctrine petered out as a 
form of mystical agnosticism. 


Table 8: 
The Natures of the Twelve Gods 


Creators Guards Life-givers Uplifters 


Jupiter 
Neptune 
Vulcan 


The Twelve Gods were divided into four groups each of three 
(beginning, middle and end), as listed in Table 8. The creative and pater- 
nal gods make the universe, the life-givers give it life, uplifters harmonize 
it, and the guards preserve and protect it’. The natures of the Twelve 
Gods were explained as follows: 


7 Proclus (Sth century A.D.). In Platonis Theologium Libri Sex (ed. A. Portus, 
Hamburg-Frankfurt, 1618, reprinted Frankfurt-am-Main, 1960). 
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Jupiter has the highest place in the creative triad, setting in order souls 
and bodies, and being concerned with all things. Neptune completes the 
middle part of creation and especially governs the spiritual order, for he is 
the god who causes movement and all birth. The soul is the very first of 
the things produced and movement is according to being (e.g., plant, bird, 
fish, human). Finally Vulcan inspires the nature of the bodies and makes 
all the gods’ seats in the universe. 

Of the protective and unmoved triad, Vesta is first because she pre- 
serves the very existence of things and keeps their being undefiled. Min- 
erva guards the intermediate creatures unswerving in intelligent and 
spontaneous life, lifting them up from matter. Mars shines power upon 
the creatures in bodily form. 

Ceres rules the life-giving, wholly producing all life in the universe, 
intellectual, spiritual and that inseparable from the body. Juno keeps the 
middle part, devoting herself to the production of the soul. For the intel- 
lectual goddess, Ceres, sent forth all the emanations of other spiritual en- 
tities from herself. Diana is allotted the end, arousing all the natural Lo- 
goi into activity and completing the self-sufficiency of matter. 

Of the last, the uplifting or harmonizing triad, Mercury is leader of 
philosophy. Hence through it he leads souls up and with his dialectical 
powers sends them, in whole and in part, up to the good itself. Venus is 
the prime-moving cause of the erotic inspiration pervading all things and 
adapts those lives led up by her to the beautiful. She is nude because her 
function, harmony, creates beauty and beauty is not concealed. Apollo 
through music completes all things and corrects all things, moving them 
all together, and drawing them through harmony and rhythm towards the 
intellectual truth and the light there. 

In some lists Plouton replaces Vulcan. 

The Neoplatonists accepted the Twelve Gods as a legacy from Plato. 
They connected each Olympian with the planet or element usually associ- 
ated with him or her. Demeter subsequently gave her place among the 
Twelve to Saturn, presumably because Kronos-Saturn was not an Olym- 
pian. Apollo and Artemis gave theirs to Helios and Selene (the Sun and 
Moon). 

Vesta represents earth, Neptune water, Juno air, and Vulcan fire. 
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DISCUSSION 


I believe there is. The assignment of twelve gods to each of the months 

clearly preceded the allocation of the Zodiac Signs among the same 
twelve Olympians. It was an earlier rulership scheme. When the Zodiac 
was defined each of the twelve month gods (automatically?) became pro- 
tectors of a Zodiacal Sign. Later, or even at the same time, the seven 
planets were also related to the same twelve Signs. If we can understand 
something of how the original allocation occurred, and how and why it 
became changed to the one we all know, honor and obey, we may perhaps 
improve our understanding of the relationship between the seven planets 
and the twelve Signs. Much of what we do in astrology depends on this 
relationship. 

The same sequence of the Twelve Gods appears in the Rustic Calen- 
dar, in Manilius and at the Altar at Gabii (see Table 5). While it is im- 
possible to state this is actually the true, basic sequence, there is general 
agreement from the other sources about the placement of Vulcan, Jupiter 
and Venus. 

The Altar at Gabii presented an interpretation problem in that photo- 
graphs indicate the deities’ symbols are interspersed midway between each 
of the depicted Zodiac Signs (see Table 4). 
Mercury’s winged tortoise is halfway be- 
tween the Sign of the twins and that of the 
crab. If we relate the symbol to the earlier 
Sign the allocation of the Rustic Calendar 
is confirmed, if it is associated with the 
later Sign then Manilius is confirmed. 

The tortoise, like the crab, was a sym- 
bol for &, the two creatures like the Sign 
are known for their hard shells; the wings 
on the tortoise indicate Mercury-Hermes is 
the guardian of the Sign. This points to the Manilius scheme. 

The only other representations we have, those at Hellin, etc., agree 
Vulcan is the protector of September and/or =. Assuming this was also 
so at Gabii, we have further evidence that the symbol preceding the Zo- 
diac Sign is the one that should be related to the Sign and that Gabii is an 
example of the Manilius rulership scheme. 

This suggests it is the Manilius version that became accepted rather 
than the one detailed in the Rustic Calendars. 

Five sources relate the Olympian gods to the Signs of the Zodiac (see 
Table 5). If we ignore the Rustic Calendar, we have Venus consistently as 


it THERE ANY relevance in all this to modern astrological practice? 
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the protector of 8, Jupiter of 2, and Vulcan of =. From the standard 
pairings of the gods (shown in Table 2), we therefore expect Mars to be 
protector of Mil, the Sign opposite Venus’s; Juno to oppose Jupiter’s Sign; 
and Minerva to protect T, the Sign opposing Vulcan’s =. 

Is there any apparent rationale in the original distribution of the twelve 
Olympians among the twelve months and Signs? 


T and = had Athena-Minerva and Hephaestus-Vulcan as their guardian 
gods. 

Athena-Minerva is the goddess of wisdom. At her birth, we’re told 
she sprang from the head of Zeus clad in her armor, brandishing her lance, 
and giving her war cry. Although a martial goddess, her most character- 
istic attribute is her practical intelligence and she is the patroness, inspirer 
and teacher of all specialized workers and artists. Her chief traits are 
prudence and valor. She never goes to war unless forced and when she 
fights, always wins. Her emblem is the owl. 

Hephaestus-Vulcan is the lame, ugly smith-magician, the archetypal 
artisan and shaman, the god of technological perfection who creates many 
wonderful things. He is also a deity of volcanic fire, which he uses in his 
forge. His emblems are his tongs and the quail, a bird that does a hob- 
bling dance in springtime. 

T symbolizes the head from which Athena sprang. The association of 
Hephaestus-Vulcan with =, a constant everywhere, is doubtless due to the 
forged Scales being the only man-made object in the Zodiac. Aricl 
Guttman and Ken Johnson*® astutely suggest that Athena and Hephaestus 
are paired because they were both born of a single parent, Athena from 
Zeus without any female intervention, Hephaestus from Hera without 
masculine input. 


& and Tl were associated with Aphrodite-Venus and Ares-Mars. 
Aphrodite-Venus is the goddess of sexuality, beauty and love. She puts 
desire into men and animals, and stimulates their sexual urge, physical 
love and fleshly union. She represents the power of attraction that binds 
people together. Her emblem is the dove. 
Ares-Mars is simply the destructive, bullying god of war. He delights in 
slaying and looting. In myth nothing much is told of him, other than his 
affair with Venus. His emblems are a wild boar, the wolf, and a blood- 
stained spear. 

We give the rulerships of these same two Signs to the planets named 
after this pair of gods. 


8 Ariel Guttman & Kenneth Johnson. Mythic Astrology. 1993. Llewelyn. 
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II and » were given to Apollo and his twin sister Artemis-Diana. 
Apollo represents both random and predictable illumination. He is the 
god of the Sun, and both a musician and an archer, the one indicating se- 
renity, respect for law and order, and divine harmony; the other, mastery 
over distances and hence detachment from the ‘immediate’. He is the 
calm god of healing, of light, of intelligence, and of the arts, who keeps 
away evil and was associated with oracles and true prophecy. His mes- 
sage to mankind “Know thyself !” is a directive to universal understand- 
ing. His emblem is the mouse and a tripod. 
Artemis-Diana is the goddess of the Moon. Early Christians considered 
her their major rival; the Gospels commanded the total destruction of all 
her temples. She is the patroness of the hunt, of hunters, wild animals and 
young girls. She is the goddess of chastity who represents untouchedness, 
and is indifferent to love. She presides over childbirth and, like her brother 
Apollo, is a skilled archer, never seen without a quiver of arrows and her 
bow. Her emblem, the she-bear, commemorates the most dangerous wild 
animal in ancient Greece. 

The connection of twins and archery to II- ¥ is obvious. 


& and © were given to a pair of gods that seem completely opposite to 
each other in their natures: Hermes-Mercury and Hestia-Vesta. 
Hermes-Mercury is the cleverest of the gods, the trickster-god of ruse 
and double-dealing, of theft and nocturnal amorous adventures. He is also 
the astute companion of man, the unrivaled giver of good things, who 
protects the flocks, herds and roads, and is patron of trade, merchants, 
bankers and fortune-tellers. He is the go-between: the herald and messen- 
ger of the gods, and guide to the dead. Philosophers identified him with the 
divine intelligence, the Logos; Church-Fathers compared him to Christ; 
and alchemists (the Hermeticists) of the Renaissance considered him the 
archetypal catalyst. His emblems are the crane, his winged sandals and the 
caduceus. 

Hestia-Vesta never leaves Olympus. She is the stay-at-home protector of 
the home and hearth, goddess of the family and peace; she is relied on to 
always be there at the center of the world. Her flame burns continually, 
representing light, warmth and security. Because of her kindness she was 
the most venerated of the deities. Her emblem is the lamp. 

Vesta’s time of the year (we now call it Christmas) continues to be 
celebrated today as a festival of lights. Mercury’s guardianship of & is 
not so strange as we may initially think: people with this Sign rising at 
birth are often great travelers, and with & being the twelfth Sign of the 
Greek Zodiac and so associated with the end of things, i.e. with death, 
Hermes-Mercury, as the Olympian responsible for guiding souls into the 
underworld, the psychopomp, is the appropriate guardian. 
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Q and #* were allocated to Zeus-Jupiter and his consort Hera-Juno. 
Zeus-Jupiter is the uncontested chief of the gods, the absolute master of 
the universe. He is the All-Father, the supreme deity, who populated the 
heavens and earth by his promiscuous liaisons. He is sometimes called 
Jove, and the Jews and Christians know him as Jehovah. He represents 
prudence and order dominant over all. He is the grand dispenser of justice. 
His emblems are the eagle and the thunderbolt. 
Hera-Juno, the jealous wife and sister of the supreme deity, is pre- 
eminently the goddess of marriage and childbirth, and hence of the per- 
petuation of the race. Her emblems are the cow, the lion and the peacock. 
QQ has always been considered the pre-eminent Sign of the universal 
tuler. The Greek new year began when the © went into the Sign. £2 is 
also associated with Cybele, the Mother of the Universe. Fixed Fire is the 
strongest, most absolute combination of mode and element, it is the Sign 
of the actualized potential, of the ‘Iam’. {could only be given to the su- 
preme god. His consort then automatically has the opposite Sign of =. 


W and } went to Demeter-Ceres and Poseidon-Neptune. 

Demeter-Ceres is the law-giver and the goddess of agriculture and fertil- 
ity. She is also, in her association with P (see the myth of Perse- 
phone/Kore), goddess of the Mysteries. These involve the cyclical destiny 
of vegetation: birth, life, death, and rebirth. The Mysteries taught that 
man’s life is like the life of cereals, strength and perenniality are accessi- 
ble through death. The dead return to Mother Earth (De-meter = the 
mother), with the hope of sharing the destiny of the sown seed. Her em- 
blems are a basket and the poppy, which grows red as blood among the 
barley. 

Poseidon-Neptune is the Sea; the wrathful, moody lord of the ocean. As 
husband of the earth, he was the earth-shaker, maker of earthquakes. His 
emblems are dolphins, the horse and his trident. 

W is associated with the fixed star Spica, the Ear of Wheat, and Deme- 
ter-Ceres is the goddess of cereals. Poseidon-Neptune is the sea god and 
is the Sign of the sea. This pairing makes sense when we recall that 
Poseidon is the husband of the Earth and that Demeter-Ceres is the god- 
dess of the Earth. 


There appear to be perfectly good mythic reasons for the allocation of 
the Twelve Gods to each of the twelve Signs of the Zodiac. 

However, the essential natures of the seven planetary gods and their 
subsequent relationships with the twelve Signs of the Zodiac should have 
been detected very differently. One would expect the natures of the plane- 
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tary seven to have been discovered from observations over time, from 
their effects on life noted at culminations and risings, empirically. These 
planetary natures would then in turn be allied with those Zodiac Signs 
exhibiting similar attributes. I believe this happened only in part. 


was slow in its full development. Following Plato’s earlier sugges- 

tions, the directing force seems to have been the Epinomis written in 
the 4th century B.C. by Philip of Opus, who had been Plato’s secretary in 
his old age This stated that the planets must be gods, as the Egyptians and 
Babylonians had known for a very long time, and the Greeks should ac- 
cept this knowledge and religion, after improving it. While paying due 
reverence to the ancient gods, according to venerable traditions, the cult of 
the visible gods, the celestial bodies, should become the state religion. By 
the eternal accuracy of their motion, the planets reveal they are themselves 
gods, each planet regulating its own motion with divine intelligence and 
repeating it eternally to evidence its own wisdom.” 

The astrological religion first advocated in the Epinomis gradually 
evolved into the highest religion in the pagan world. The old gods were 
still worshipped, but their mythological adventures were increasingly seen 
as childish and immoral; thinking people considered astrology highly ra- 
tional and most members of the intellectual elite viewed it as a science. 

The Greeks initially knew the planets by expressive terms which 
mostly related to their brightness, such as Phainon for 4, Phaethon (4), 
Pyroeis (o*), Phosphoros (@), Stilbon (%). The last word, which means 
Flasher or Twinkler, was used for 2 by Eudoxos and Aristotle. These 
same names for the planets were still being used in the interpretation of a 
horoscope dated to 81 A.D.'° 

We can safely assume the early Greek astrologers did not start from 
scratch. From the fourth century B.C. on, by virtue of Alexander’s con- 
quests, they were in close contact with their counterparts in Babylon and 
Egypt, who possessed “a millennia” of observations. Theophrastus, the 
successor of Aristotle who died in 322 B.C., is reported as saying that the 
Chaldeans were able to predict, in his time, not only the weather from the 
heavens but also life and death of all persons. The Greeks must therefore 
have been able to obtain from others an inventory of the attributes that 
could be associated with each of the seven planets. 

They will have learnt, for example, that their Pyroeis was the same 
planet the Babylonians called Nergal, and that Nergal with his red fire 


|: GREECE, the attribution of god-natures to the planets themselves 


? Quoted in George Sarton. Ancient Greece Through the Golden Age. 1952. 
Harvard University Press. pp. 451-454. Dover edition. 
'° Neugebauer, O. & H. B. Van Hoesen. Greek Horoscopes. 1987. pp. 21-28. 
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color and his movement by leaps, had been identified as a bloody and ca- 
pricious tyrant, the enemy of man, a planet which when seen in certain 
places in the sky was liable to throw all nature into perturbation. The 
Greeks will have recognized the flamboyant Nergal or Pyroeis as being 
similar in nature to their own god of war. So Pyroeis became known as 
‘Pyroeis the Star of Ares’. 

Marduk, the name given by the Babylonians to their chief god, could 
only be Zeus; there was only the one supreme god. Marduk was associ- 
ated with the planet the Greeks knew as Phaethon. Astrologically, 
‘Phaethon the Star of Zeus’ merged the supremacy of the Olympian, Fa- 
ther of Gods and Man, with the astrological aspect of a God of the At- 
mosphere. 

Aphrodite and Ishtar were different names for the same goddess of love 
and pleasure. Phosphoros accordingly was the Star of Aphrodite, though 
the planet continued to be known as the Dawn or Dusk Star, the one who 
glowed in the dark like phosphorous. 

The Babylonian Nabu, like Hermes, was an astute and tricky schemer 
and enterpriser, he was also eloquent and a stimulator of the arts. The 
Greeks knew the planet Nabu as Stilbon; so the twinkling planet close to 
the Sun, which moves quickly and is always turning and twisting back- 
wards and forwards, became the Star of Hermes. 

The planet Ninib had a dull, livid look and moved slowly: this was the 
planet the Greeks knew as Phainon and who the Babylonians associated 
with a prudent, grave, and melancholy old man, indifferent to human fates 
and even a little malevolent. That description didn’t match any member of 
the Olympian gang of twelve, but it did identify Kronos, the exiled father 
of Zeus, Poseidon, Hera and Plouton. Phainon became the Star of Kro- 
nos. Because of his age the Greek astrologers gave him a sort of primacy; 
but also through ancient associations with the moment of sowing, he was 
thought to possess a generating virtue — though paternity did not at all 
suit his years. 

Another 200 years or so elapsed before the planets finally adopted 
their new identities and became known simply as Kronos, Zeus, Ares, etc. 
By his use of the old planetary names, the astrologer who cast the 81 A.D. 
horoscope may be telling us the approximate date when the change-over 
occurred. All known horoscopes after this time use the new planetary 
nomenclature. 

Although the astrologers did not attempt to link the planets with the 
various myths told of the deities, they do appear to have drawn on the 
mythology of the essential character of each chosen deity, the complex of 
associations roused by the name. 

These associations of a god with a planet and the character which that 
god had developed appear to have been accepted by the Greeks as scien- 
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tific axioms from which to deduce the sort of influence that the planet ex- 
erted. Like the gods, the planets were seen as beings with will, sex and 
strong emotions. Their living natures were reflected in the terms early 
astrologers used about them. They could see, hear, rejoice, grieve, were 
gay or sad, obeyed or didn’t, were sympathetic or not, and they were even 
said to bear spears which, on the appropriate occasions, they would hurl. 


HE ALLOCATION of the seven planets among the twelve Signs, 

7-into-12, has each of the five true planets receiving rulership of 

two Signs apiece and the remaining two Signs ruled by the lights. 
The sequence of planetary rulers probably relates to the apparent daily 
motion of the planets’. Thus the slowest, *, is at one end and the quick- 
est, the ), at the other and the sequence goes 4- 4-o*-Q-3-) on one side, 
and returns O-¥-9-c"- 4-4 on the other. 

This rulership scheme is very different from the age-old association of 
the Twelve Gods to the months and the Signs of the Zodiac. Can we as- 
sume the old system that gave a god guardianship over a month was not 
also arbitrary, but had developed over time? There is evidence that in dif- 
ferent countries gods with similar attributes guarded the same month: for 
example, Vulcan and his name-sakes was everywhere associated with 


September and the Sign =. These venerable allocations were apparently 
ignored when the seven planets were given rulership over the twelve Signs. 
Why? 

Are the planets most effective, most true to their essential natures when 
placed in the Signs the 7-into-12 system has them rule? Are these alloca- 


"An acknowledged expert on classical astrology, Dr. George Noonan (private 


correspondence 9/96), suggests the rulerships came about otherwise: 

“Two thousand years ago the rising of £2 signaled the beginning of the hottest 
time of the year in the region of the Eastern Mediterranean. The © was high- 
est in the zenith at this period too. Therefore Q was given to the © as its 
domicile. The classicist believed the relative brightness of a celestial body 
(‘apparent magnitude’ in modern astronomy) to be directly proportional to its 
warmth, hence & was given to the ) as its house because the next warmest 
month was heralded by the rising of that Sign. 4, being farthest from the ©, 
and hence the coldest planet, was given the Signs marking the coldest months: 
® and *, According to Ptolemy, the houses of the other planets were assigned 
according to their relationship to » in the then ‘scientific’ concept of the solar 
system.” 

Whether it was the planets’ brightness (I do wonder about the relative 
placement of ¥ and as the latter is the brightest object in the sky after the two 
lights) or their daily motion, the end result was planetary rulerships which are 
very different from those of the Twelve Gods. 
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tions based on observations of the affects in life of the planets when in the 
different Signs? 

Or was this an elegant exercise in planetary symmetry, the creation of 
some Pythagorean astronomer? Was it a theoretical exercise in how 
things should be — there was a strong belief among the Greeks in the 
primacy of numbers and harmonics? Were everyday manifestations in life 
simply ignored, considered only inadequate shadows of a true reality? 

Given this 7-into-12 rulership approach is to be adopted, which is the 
anchor Sign, where does the sequence begin? 

Q contained the star Regulus, which the Babylonians knew as Sharru, 
the King. In India Regulus was Magha, the Mighty, and in Persia it was 
Miyan, the Center, the leader of the Four Royal Stars of the ancient Per- 
sian monarchy, the Four Guardians of Heaven. Throughout the ancient 
world these four royal stars (the other three were Aldebaran, Antares and 
Fomalhaut), they are each about six hours apart in right ascension, were 
used to mark the four quarters of the heavens. At the time this quartering 
was probably first thought of, Regulus lay very near the summer solstice. 

The Greeks will have known about the royal star in 2, the first Sign of 
their year. 

In astrology the © rules Q, while 4 is ruler of # and H. The Olym- 
pian Jupiter-Zeus was originally the protector of £2 because, presumably, 
his attributes and those of the Sign coincided. The Olympian Zeus-Jupiter 
is the supreme god and Q contains Regulus, the celestial throne reserved 
for the god of gods. In astrology, however, the © as the source of life is 
considered superior to all of the planets, including ¥. The ©, not 4, must 
therefore rule this fixed fire Sign. 

At some time in the distant past a complicated game of celestial musi- 
cal chairs took place. It may have gone as follows: 

First the © takes over Q and forces out Jupiter-Zeus. Then the ) as the 
supreme female planet takes Juno’s place, not Diana’s. June is Juno’s 
month"? in which & begins, so the ) becomes ruler of &. By having the ) 
tule &, the Olympian moon goddess, Diana-Artemis, automatically looses 
her guardianship of % and is forced out of the circle. At the same time 
Mercury-Hermes must make room for the ) so he moves next door to IL, 


a Perhaps the relation of the Twelve Gods to the twelve Zodiac Signs was not 
completely ignored in the 7-to-12 allocation of planets to Signs. The month of 
June is clearly named after the goddess Juno, and March after Mars. Juno-Hera 
at one time was considered goddess protector of &, which Sign begins in June, 
instead of Mercury; and Mars-Ares not Minerva-Athena was the patron of T, 
which Sign begins in March (the two names Ares and Aries are much too 
similar to ignore). 
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the Sign vacated by the Apollo when the © assumed rulership of 2. The 
planet 4 now cannot simply switch places with the sun god Apollo but 
instead replaces the moon goddess Diana-Artemis as ruler of ». 

And no doubt there’s a dozen other possible scenarios 

We now have, for the planetary gods, 2 ruling 8 (no change), % as the 
new ruler of I, Diana (the )) as the new ruler of &, the © in his rightful 
place ruling £2, &* as the ruler of Tl (no change), and the planet 4 ruling 
%. That’s six of the seven. % wasn’t an Olympian, he might logically 
have replaced Ceres-Demeter, the Olympian guardian of TY — he was 
originally the Roman god of agriculture — but that would have disrupted 
the rulership symmetry involving the varying daily motions of the planets. 
%, has the slowest daily motion of all so he was given rulership of the 
Signs furthest from the Sun and Moon, those previously ruled by the 
Olympians Vesta-Hestia and Juno-Hera. The remaining Signs then auto- 
matically receive their rulers according to the daily motion scheme, and 
the Olympians who were not also planetary gods vacate the Zodiacal cir- 
cle. 

This all leaves some interesting questions. 

The change in rulership of £2 is understandable. But are there any real, 
interpretation-affecting, empirical reasons for the other changes? Were 
these made only to create a rulership scheme that was symmetrical about 
the two Lights ? 

Of course, it’s not entirely impossible that the seven planetary ruler- 
ships preceded the allocation of the twelve Olympians as guardians of the 
Signs. The hypothesized series of rulership/guardian moves will then have 
happened in reverse. Might then the planctary rulership scheme be based 
on past evidence from life of the varying effects of planets in different 
Signs ? As a 20th Century astrologer, this is how I would prefer it to 
have happened. But if it did, how did the set of Twelve Olympians’ 
guardianships (the one presumably known and accepted by the Greek 
masses) get to be so very different ? Is this an indication that early astro- 
logical knowledge was esoteric, hidden like the mystery religions from the 
uninitiated ? Was knowledge of astrology only available to a privileged 
few? 

The more I consider it, the less likely it seems that the planetary ruler- 
ship scheme preceded that of the Twelve Gods. There is ample evidence 
to show the Twelve Gods had been guardians of the months a thousand 
years before the Zodiac was first split into its Signs. And going from 
month rulership to Sign rulership is such a simple, obvious step, even if 
there was some doubt in how best to allocate the month god to the Zodiac 
Sign: whether the guardian of the month should be related to the Sign oc- 
cupying most of the month or to the one starting during the month, as we 
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have seen in the contrast between the Rustic Calendar and the guardian 
scheme of Manilius. The twelve month rulers came first, later they be- 
came the twelve Sign rulers. 

There are, however, major differences involving the Sign ruled by a 
planet and those under the protection of the god with the same name. 

If the astrological © is the Olympian Jupiter-Zeus, which planet is re- 
lated to the Olympian Apollo ? Is it the planet 4 ? 

Can any of the mythological attributes of the Olympian Zeus-Jupiter 
be related to the planet 4 ? Should all be related to the © ? 

The astrologers gave Apollo’s Sign II to ¥ when his Olympian name- 
sake Mercury-Hermes was displaced from & by the ). Apollo and Mer- 
cury are connected in myth — shortly after Mercury’s birth (as Hermes) 
he stole Apollo’s cattle and later he made and gave Apollo the lyre with 
which the god of the sun charmed the listening world. Is the planetary ¥ a 
composite of two Olympians, Mercury-Hermes and Apollo? What should 
we make of the tantalizing statement in Pliny: “The planet next to Venus 
is Mercury, called by some Apollo.” (my italics) ?"° 

Now the ) rules &, the old Sign of Hermes-Mercury. Does this mean 
the ) assumed her predecessor’s duties of psychopomp, did she become 
the guide of souls into the underworld after death ? 

If the Olympian Juno-Hera is the astrological ), which planet should 
we relate to the Olympian moon goddess, Diana-Artemis ? 


HE allocation of the Signs to the planets appears to have been an 
exercise in planetary symmetry, without regard for the correspond- 
ing natures of the planets or the Signs. 

Readers may respond by saying: “OK, so perhaps the initial allocation 
of planet to Sign did not reflect life experience, but astrologers have been 
using the scheme for 2,000-years or so, and in the process have made it 
work.” 

Have they? Does this rulership scheme really work? Sign rulerships 
are an essential part of Horary astrology, for instance. Is this branch of 
astrology as effective as its practitioners claim? We hear of their suc- 
cesses, many of which are often due to planets in the Horary chart being 
close to angles or to the )’s next aspects and so not requiring use of the 
ring-a-rosy rulership system of querent, dispositor, etc. But what of the 
many failures? 

Nearly fifty years ago, a Mr. Ionides, the author of One Day Telleth 
Another (I don’t have the author’s first name or the book’s publisher), 
suggested the 12-fold division of the ecliptic “was not natural at all, but 


'3 Pliny. Natural History, Book II. 
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had been imposed upon Nature by man’s belief in them and have so ac- 
quired a certain validity.” Discussing this, Charles E. O. Carter'*, an as- 
trologer for whom I continue to have the utmost respect, commented: 


In other words, let man believe a thing long enough and strongly 
enough and Nature, so to speak, accepts it from him. Thought, be- 
ing essentially and always positive, can work upon the passive anima 
mundi and mould this to its will. 

If this notion has any basis in fact, then its practical (as well as 
theoretical) importance would be considerable. We should certainly, 
in that case, do well to foster in ourselves the highest possible con- 
ceptions of the planets... 

We should have to distinguish, in the case of such a planet as 
Neptune, a natural quality and an impressed quality. The former 
might cover such Neptunian tendencies as poetic inspiration, interest 
in the occult, and the propensity to states of confusion and involve- 
ment, confinement and retirement, none of which appears to have 
any connection with the mythological Neptune, while the latter 
would include all relationships with the sea, which would be in- 
vested with validity because astrologers, learning that the planet was 
to be called Neptune, immediately combined to think of it in terms of 
that god. 

The proof would be, what did Neptune Signify in the horoscopes 
of those who lived before it was discovered? Did only the ‘natural’ 
meaning appear, or did what I call the ‘impressed’ Significance also 
manifest itself? Because, according to the hypothesis I have, very 
tentatively, put forward, the latter Significance could not be there. 

I know that Neptune was.in transit upon King James’s ascendant 
at the time of the Gunpowder Plot, exhibiting the ‘treachery aspect’ 
of Neptune, which is not, I think, at all mythological. 

Uranus does not convey any distinct mythological conception to 
the average man, and perhaps that has allowed us to preserve in . 
more or less pure form its natural qualities. But Pluto does most 
certainly mean something even to those whose studies in mythology 
have been strictly limited and it is true that most of us are, so to 
speak, hard at work trying to make him into a planet of death and 
darkness. 


If man’s belief makes something so, then surely it will be the belief of 
the majority of mankind that does. Believers in astrology have been rela- 
tively few since the days when a much larger proportion of the world’s 
population believed, and had done so for hundreds of years, in the exis- 
tence and natures of the Twelve Gods. 


4 Editorial in Astrology, volume 22, number 2, June-August 1948, pp.37-38. 
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I’m reminded that in the 1830s a French physician determined that 
people who became ill during a cholera epidemic died or recovered at the 
same rate whether they were treated by a doctor or not. That awkward 
discovery forced the medical community to study itself, to look for things 
that worked and things that did not, and along the way changed medicine 
from a trade into a scientific art. 


sanct, even if the system we’ve been using has been around for a 

long time. If the age of a belief is our criterion for deciding be- 
tween alternatives we’d all believe we lived on a flat world about which 
the rest of the universe revolved. Nor can the theoretical elegance of a 
scheme be our guide. Astrology is about the affect of the planets and the 
Signs as these are reflected in life. 

Perhaps we should consider in which Signs the different planets are 
strongest. For example, © might be given to ¥, he is stronger there than in 
any Sign: it can be a position of real mental ability and fluent expression 
— § can certainly be capricious. And perhaps the rulership of Tl couild go 
to. But over and beyond which planet rules which Sign, let’s consider 
just what this all says about the basic principles of the seven classical 
bodies. 

The planet §, for example, does not necessarily have the same attrib- 
utes as the Olympian god of the same name. Natives of &, the Sign as- 
sociated with the Olympian, do travel a lot (often more than natives of ~”), 
usually as tourists or for business purposes, but it is difficult to associate 
the astrological % with the Sign of & in the way the Olympian Mercury- 
Hermes was. At least, not as we nowadays interpret either the planet or 
the Sign. In myth Mercury-Hermes was the messenger of the gods. He 
was also said to possess the other attributes listed a couple of pages back. 

Like each of the gods, the Olympian Mercury-Hermes was an Idea to 
the Greeks, a primary concept, the personified essence of something, a 
Platonic Form or archetype. While we presumably interpret a planet by 
generalizing from observed particulars, the gods were considered com- 
pletely opposite: Mercury-Hermes represented, among other things, the 
transcendent first principle of exchange. He was the archetypal trader 
(and the archetypal messenger). Any business transaction was simply a 
localized manifestation of the absolute archetypal Form of Exchange. 

The association of Mercury with trading and exchange has continued 
in our language to the modern day. There are ninety-two words in the 
Oxford English Dictionary that begin with the letters MERC. Fifty-two 
of these words relate to trading and commerce: doing something for profit, 
reward or self-interest. These include such as Merchant, Mercenary, 
Mercantile, Mercer and Merchandise. I included the archaic Merchet: “a 


() sss which planet rules which Sign need not be sacro- 
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fine paid by a tenant or bondsman to his overlord for liberty to give his 
daughter in marriage.” A frequent modern meaning of Merc-words in- 
volves the chemical substitution (or trading) of one element for another. 

Nowadays our texts largely ignore %’s relationship with exchange, 
commerce or trading, the emphasis is increasingly to associate the planet 
with communication. Check any modern-day text book. 

There’s unlikely to be a problem here with the astrological nature of », 
he wasn’t an Olympian and there’s no detailed myth to explain his nature. 
The same should apply to the three recently discovered planets. It proba- 
bly does to XX, though, like Charles Carter, I’m less certain about the 
meanings generally ascribed to the planets ¥ and P. 

The problem, if there is one, may be quite new, having evolved only in 
recent years. This century there has been what many consider to have 
been a major conceptual step forward in how we consider the planets. We 
now view them as entities in their own right, very much in the same way 
that Plato and the early Greeks viewed the Twelve Gods, as archetypes. It 
has only been recently that we have begun to speak of * as the principle 
of limitation and restriction or ¥ as the principle of communication. As- 
trologers of the 19th century would not have understood what this meant. 

I admit to being bothered that expositions of several of the planetary 
principles on which so much of today’s astrology is based often seem as if 
they were lifted directly out of Homer. The problem comes when, in our 
astrologizing, we think Mercury (or Venus or Mars, etc.) and start freely 
associating, bringing into our minds all we have read in the past involving 
entities with the same name. Before we realize it the old stories of the god 
dashing about in winged sandals begin to influence how we view the 
planet. 

Those who use asteroids are particularly prone to this form of mythic 
extrapolation. One wonders how some text books would read had Haley’s 
Comet been given a name from myth, Ulysses perhaps, and Chiron been 
named Kowal after its discoverer. 

Thank goodness, the better astrologers do not do this. 

We have to carefully examine not only what we believe astrology is, 
but also who we are and how we view the world in which we live. Do we 
actually accept the concept, as did the early Greeks and the later Neopla- 
tonists, that there is a multiplicity of gods or primary Ideas — archetypes 
if you prefer, though in a Platonic sense not Jungian. Each of these gods 
was believed to possess a quality of being, a degree of reality superior to 
anything that could occur in the everyday world. The Greeks believed the 
gods were the true reality and all anyone ‘down below’ could possibly be 
or experience was simply an expression, a shadow of that more fundamen- 
tal existence. Richard Tarnas describes it well: 
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Gillman: Twelve Gods & Seven Planets 


What is perceived as a particular object in the world can best be un- 
derstood as a concrete expression of a more fundamental Idea, an ar- 
chetype which gives that object its special structure and condition.... 
Something is ‘beautiful’ to the exact extent that the archetype of 
Beauty is present in it. When one falls in love, it is Beauty (or Aph- 
rodite) that one recognizes and surrenders to, the beloved object be- 
ing Beauty’s instrument or vessel.'° 


If that is indeed our approach to life, then perhaps we also view @ as 
‘the planet of Venus-Aphrodite’, ¥ as ‘the planet of Mercury-Hermes’, 
and so forth, the astrological planets and the Zodiacal Signs as vehicles 
for the outflowing of these archetypal essences into our world, and the 
natal horoscope a record of the God-given gifts with which a child is born. 

Nothing wrong with that, it’s a delightful concept and largely consis- 
tent with much of modern astrology. And it is appropriate that astrologers 
with such an approach should utilize the mythic attributes of Mercury- 
Hermes and the other gods in interpreting how the planets manifest in life. 

But maybe the astrologer has a different view of life, one that does not 
accept the continued validity of the Olympian Twelve into the present 
century, one that rejects the notion that the basis of reality exists in an 
entirely transcendent and immaterial realm of ideal entities, one that says 
many things can be beautiful without the need of a transcendent Idea of 
Beauty. What then? Is % to continue as a celestial messenger boy in the 
charts this astrologer reads? If so, should =, Vulcan’s old haunt, be in- 
terpreted as the Sign of technology? 

Confirming our understanding of the basic meanings of the original 
seven planets is not so simple. When {, ¥ and B were discovered, four 
methods seem to have been used to discover the meaning of these new 
planets, to find out what each indicated in the birth chart. In order of 
their actual importance in the process, these were: 


1. Events in the world coincident with their discovery, 

2. Indications of their attributes from myth, 

3. Association with the Zodiacal Sign the planet was thought to rule (the 
interpretation frequently given to P, for example, is rarely more than an 
expansion on the meaning of Tl), and 

4. Observation of the affect of the planet in the horoscope: when both 
angular and unaspected in a chart, when progressed to an angle, when 
transited by a planet whose nature we know, etc. 


'S Richard Tarnas. The Passion of the Western World. 1991. NY: Ballantine 
Books. p.6. 
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Of these four possibilities, only the last method is available for con- 
firming the meanings of the seven classical bodies. 

For completeness, mention should be made of the exaltations and the 
recently rediscovered Sect rulerships. The Sect rulership scheme, in which 
certain planets have rulership of the Sign triplicities in a day chart and 
other planets these rulerships in nocturnal charts, is merely an extension 
of the 7-into-12 scheme. These Sect rulerships are really dignities. The 
allocation of which planet has the diurnal or nocturnal rulership of a trip- 
licity is derived from a combination of the standard Sign rulerships and 
the exaltations'®. The simplest of the several Sect schemes’” is: 


Day Night 
Triplici Ruler Ruler 


10) 4 
g ») 
% 3 
Sk | S&)D 


Cyril Fagan demonstrated that the exaltations of the planets are their side- 
real longitudes at their heliacal risings and settings in 786 B.C. If he is correct, 
the © in 19°T, o& in 28°%, etc., are not degrees or Signs (whether measured in 
the sidereal or tropical Zodiac) the planetary body necessarily occupied in 
charts where it is known to have been strong in the life. Nonetheless our text- 
books continue to inform us that, for example, the © is strong in T where he is 
exalted and weak in ~. Is this from practical experience or theory? Perhaps we 
should be cleaning house, like the medics of the 1830s, and like them looking 
for what works and what doesn’t. Along the way, we might duplicate their 
success and change astrology into a true scientific art. 

If there is one thing this investigation into the early rulerships of the Zodia- 
cal Signs has shown me, it is that there is a great need for caution; we need to 
be shy about what we accept in our reading, coy in how we expand and use the 
symbolism of the planets and the Signs they are said to rule. 

Angela Arnold, the author of A Psychological Zodiac, a new book which is 
reviewed elsewhere in this issue, dares to suggest the planets do not in fact rule 
the Signs, that it is the Signs that are the underlying Principles of astrology 
while the planets act only as their agents. My research into how the planets 
were originally identified as rulers of the Signs fails to provide any evidence for 
rejecting her disturbing heresy. 


16 Rob Hand provides a clear explanation of this scheme in his 1995 mono- 
graph Night & Day, Planetary Sect in Astrology. The Golden Hind Press. 
' From Ptolemy, Tefrabiblios I, 18. 
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Who ? 


Angela Arnold is a psychological astrologer who has studied the 
subject for the past twenty years. She lives in Montrose, Scotland, 
where until recently she also ran a smallholding. She is now working 
on a sequel to her recent book, A Psychological Zodiac (available in 
the US through New Leaf), as well as writing articles and poetry. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Axel Harvey, the co-founder of Considerations, is a consulting 
astrologer with thirty-plus years’ experience who practices in 
Montreal. His article ‘Horoscopes in Azimuth’ was originally 
published in the very first issue of this magazine. 


Elva Howson is a Melbourne-based astrologer who holds a Diploma 
from the Federation of Australian Astrologers. Elva and Jack 
Nicholls, her co-author, live only 25 miles apart and have telephoned 
one another regularly over the past nine years but have yet to meet 
face to face. 


Jaroslav Mixa is a long-time student of astrology who lives in 
Kladbo in the Czech Republic. For many years Jaroslav was one of 
the very few astrologers in the then Eastern bloc to regularly 
communicate news of astrological interest to the West. 


Jack Nicholls is a retired government scientist who nowadays devotes 
much of his spare time to identifying what works in astrology. Jack 
lives in Melbourne. 


John Willner, the author of The Rising Sign Problem, is a retired 
scientist who lives in California and now heads Peacock Crest 
Software, developer of the INCARN programs. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years experience, 
whose writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. 
Prier has worked in England, New Zealand and South Africa He now 
lives in Cape Town. 
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